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The global security landscape is changing fast – and not for the better. The 

risk of peer-to-peer conflict is becoming more acute as great power 

competition is heating up, crucial arms control and confidence-building 

regimes are eroding, and regional rivalries are increasingly left unchecked 

and unresolved. Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 

fundamentally changed the European security landscape, marking a 

“Zeitenwende” for Germany and its European partners, but also for other 

countries around the globe.

The threat matrix is further complicated by the continued rise of non-state 

actors, the accelerating militarization of domains such as the Arctic, space, 

and cyberspace, the use of hybrid and proxy tactics, and the race for new 

technologies with profound implications for warfare and arms control. 

With its Defense Program, the MSC seeks to contribute to and advance the 

debate around critical aspects of global defense and security policy, 

including European defense cooperation, the future of NATO, capability 

development and procurement, as well as the future of warfare, defense 

innovation, and arms control. To that end, MSC events, publications, and 

initiatives like the Security Innovation Board aim to facilitate exchanges 

between decision-makers and experts at the highest level.



About the Munich Security Conference (MSC)
The Munich Security Conference is the world’s leading forum for debating 

international security policy. In addition to its annual flagship 

conference, the MSC regularly convenes high-profile events on particular 

topics and regions and issues the annual Munich Security Report (MSR) as 

well as other publications on current security challenges.  
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