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Dear friends,

In 2019, our world continued to change in unprecedented ways – in ways that 
seriously affect global security. Great power rivalry has been picking up steam, and 
the ripple effects are being widely felt – not least in Europe, where countries are 
getting caught in the crossfire. Meanwhile, the number of global conflicts and crises 
remained steadily high: The risk of all-out war in the Middle East and the unraveling 
of global arms control are just two of many examples. And as if this were not enough, 
multilateralism and collective problem-solving were challenged in serious ways.

In this context, it is of utmost relevance to sustain – and try to revive – dialogue 
and debate among global decision-makers. The Munich Security Conference has 
been dedicated to this purpose for more than five decades. In 2019, it has yet again 
proven its willingness and ability to unite the international security community for 
in-depth debates about the most pressing security concerns of our time. At our 
regional and international conferences – from our main conference in Munich to 
formats in Bahir Dar, Abuja, Doha, Cairo, Washington, DC, New York City, Stockholm, 
and Helsinki – participants discussed topics ranging from European defence and 
the geopolitics of technological change to the security situation in the Middle East. 
In addition to our annual flagship publication, the Munich Security Report, the MSC 
also released timely reports on transnational security and the future of multilateral 
cooperation.

The purpose of our annual report is to help you gain an overview of our activities 
and to give you an insight into the organization behind them. The report also lists 
our numerous partners, whom I would like to thank wholeheartedly. Without their 
support and engagement, the work of the MSC would not be possible.

2019 was the first year in which the Munich Security Conference operated under its 
new legal framework as a charitable foundation. The new legal form helps us ensure 
our continued independence in serving as the best possible “market place of ideas,” 
able to identify feasible and realistic answers to today’s security challenges.

I want to thank you for your interest in and support of our work and look forward to 
working with you in the future.

Yours,

Ambassador Wolfgang Ischinger
Chairman of the MSC Foundation
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Overview of MSC Events in 2019

JANUARY MARCH APRIL JUNE

Munich Young 
Leaders Panel –  

Digital-Life-Design 
Conference

January 20, Munich

MSC Kick-Off and Presentation 
of the Munich Security Report

February 11, Berlin

Human Security Roundtable – 
Tana High Level Forum on  

African Security
May 4, Bahir Dar

NATO Engages: 
The Alliance at 70

April 3,
Washington, DC

Transnational Security 
Roundtable and Launch of the 
Transnational Security Report

June 28–29, Abuja

Arctic Security 
Roundtable

May 7, Helsinki

55th Munich Security Conference
February 15–17, Munich

MSC Outreach 
Activity

January 22–25, 
Davos

FEBRUARY MAY
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JULY AUGUST OCTOBER NOVEMBER

Munich Young 
Leaders Annual 

Meeting
September 19–21,  

New York

MSC @ SIPRI 
Stockholm Security 

Conference
October 2, Stockholm

MSC @ 
Doha Forum
December 
14, Doha

Core Group Meetings
October 27–29,  
Cairo & Doha

European Forum Alpbach
August 25–26, Alpbach

Cyber Security Summit
November 24–25, Berlin

SEPTEMBER

European 
Defence 

Roundtable
December 4, 

London

Munich 
Strategy Forum
December 1–3, 
Elmau

NATO Engages: 
Innovating the 
Alliance
December 3, 
London

DECEMBER
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(Credit: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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The MSC in 2019

The Munich Security
Report 2019

The Munich Security
Conference 2019

Other MSC Events and 
Activities in 2019

Reach and Visibility
in 2019

Outreach, Partnerships 
and Sponsoring
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The MSC in 2019

BACKGROUND 2019 was an exciting year for the Munich Security Conference with another 
impressive set of events around the globe at a time where the discussions it 
hosts are more relevant than ever. The growth path of the past years continued 
whilst the institution continued to evolve structurally – with new staff and new 
administrative developments. The following pages are meant to provide an 
overview of the most important innovations at the MSC and invite the interested 
reader to share in the last twelve months of the MSC.

OUR MISSION The MSC’s objective is to build trust and contribute to the peaceful resolution 
of conflicts by sustaining a continuous, curated and informed dialogue debate 
within the international security community. Today, the MSC is the world’s leading 
forum for debating international security policy. The MSC conceives of its 
conferences as a type of “market place of ideas” where initiatives and solutions 
are developed and opinions are exchanged. It provides a venue for official 
and non-official diplomatic initiatives and ideas to address the world’s most 
pressing security concerns. The MSC also offers protected space for informal 
meetings between officials and thus – as its original motto has it – builds peace 
through dialogue. In addition to its annual flagship conference, the MSC regularly 
convenes high-profile events on particular topics and regions and publishes the 
Munich Security Report, an annual digest of relevant data, maps, and research 
on key security challenges.

OUR AUDIENCE During the MSC’s main conference in February, we assemble more than 500 
high-profile and senior decision-makers as well as thought-leaders from around 
the world, including heads of state, ministers, leading personalities of international 
and non-governmental organizations, as well as high-ranking representatives of 
industry, media, academia, and civil society, to engage in an intensive debate. 
The MSC believes in the need for an informed and sustained public debate on 
security policy broadly defined and thus aims to involve the wider public in its 
debates. We broadcast most of our debates and disseminate the results of our 
events via reports, interviews, and social media.

(Credits: Koch and Kuhlmann / MSC)
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OUR FOCUS The MSC has transatlantic and European roots but our activities reflect a 
globalised world. The MSC strives to increase its geographic diversity and reach 
to include all relevant stakeholders. The MSC aims at debating the world’s most 
relevant security challenges. The MSC does not only include the most urgent 
security challenges in its programs, but also draws attention to issues that might 
not yet be on the top of the security community’s agenda. The MSC embraces 
a comprehensive definition of security, which encompasses not only traditional 
national or military security, but also takes into account – among others – the 
economic, environmental and human dimensions of security.

(Credit: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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The MSC Foundation

ABOUT  
THE MSC 
FOUNDATION

Since its foundation in 1963, the MSC has been constantly evolving. Originally 
established as “Wehrkunde”, a private initiative by the founder Ewald-Heinrich 
von Kleist, the conference has become the world’s leading independent forum 
for international security policy. 
 
The MSC Foundation was established in 2018 to ensure the independence 
and long-term sustainability of the MSC and its growing activities in an era of 
geopolitical uncertainty. Over the past decade, the MSC has complemented 
the annual main conference in Munich with a growing variety of formats at the 
highest level over the entire year, and in major capitals around the world, covering 
a very broad spectrum of international security issues, including defence, cyber, 
and arms control as well as, inter alia, energy, climate, and human security. With 
the annual Munich Security Report and other papers and research reports, the 
MSC has also started to develop a growing think tank capacity. 
 
The MSC Foundation was established under German civil law by Ambassador 
Ischinger who donated all shares of the existing MSC gGmbH to the foundation. 
The gGmbH continues to carry out all operational activities of the MSC. The 
German Federal Government, the Bavarian State Government, the Robert Bosch 
Stiftung, and EnBW AG have already made significant financial contributions to 
the MSC Foundation. A range of other important organizations, companies, and 
private individuals have announced their intention to become donors.
 
Ambassador Ischinger chairs the Foundation Council (Stiftungsrat) which 
provides guidance to the Board (Vorstand), chaired by Benedikt Franke. Other 
foundation bodies include the Advisory Council and a Board of Trustees. If you 
want to know more, check the MSC website at www.securityconference.org.

Advisory 
Council

Board of 
Directors

Foundation 
Council

MSC (non-
profit) Ltd.

Board of 
Trustees

advises

advises

supervises

supervises

reports to

advises on 

strategic direction
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THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Franke, Benedikt (Executive Director)
Chief Executive Officer, Munich Security Conference, Munich

Bunde, Tobias
Head of Policy and Analysis, Munich Security Conference, Munich

Yang, Sara-Sumie
Head of Digital Communications and Head of Human Resources, 
Munich Security Conference

THE 
FOUNDATION 
COUNCIL

von Bomhard, Nikolaus
President of the Council, German Institute for International  
and Security Affairs, Munich

Albrecht, Hans
Chairman, Global Bridges e.V., Berlin

Heusgen, Christoph
Ambassador and Permanent Representative, Federal Republic  
of Germany to the United Nations, New York

Ischinger, Wolfgang (President)
Ambassador, Chairman of the Munich Security Conference, 
Munich
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ADVISORY 
COUNCIL & 
BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES

Achleitner, Paul
Chairman of the Supervisory Board, Deutsche Bank AG,  
Frankfurt a.M.

Al Saud, Prince Turki Al Faisal bin Abdulaziz
Chairman of the Board, King Faisal Center for Research and 
Islamic Studies, Riyadh

Bäte, Oliver
Chief Executive Officer, Allianz SE, Munich

Al Thani, Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabor
Former Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the  
State of Qatar, Doha

Reitzle, Wolfgang (Chairman of the Advisory Council)
Chairman of the Board, Linde plc, Guildford

Heusgen, Christoph (Chairman of the Board of Trustees)
Ambassador and Permanent Representative, Federal Republic  
of Germany to the United Nations, New York
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Enders, Thomas
President, German Council on Foreign Relations, Berlin

Fu Ying
Deputy Chairwoman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
National People’s Congress, People’s Republic of China, Beijing

Gref, Herman O.
Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of the Executive Board, 
Sberbank RF, Moscow

Harman, Jane 
Director, President and Chief Executive Officer, The Wilson Center, 
Washington, DC

Borrell Fontelles, Josep
Vice President of the Commission and High Representative for 
Foreign Policy and Security Policy, European Union, Brussels

Breka, Sandra
Member of the Board of Management, Robert Bosch Stiftung, 
Berlin

Bildt, Carl
Co-Chairman, European Council on Foreign Relations; former 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of 
Sweden, Stockholm
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Haun, Frank
Chief Executive Officer, Krauss-Maffei Wegmann GmbH & Co. KG, 
Munich

Kramp-Karrenbauer, Annegret
Federal Minister of Defence, Federal Republic of Germany, Berlin 

Kerry, John F.
Former Secretary of State of the United States of America,  
New Haven

Miliband, David
President and Chief Executive Officer, International Rescue 
Committee, New York

Mastiaux, Frank
Chief Executive Officer, EnBW Energie Baden-Württemberg AG, 
Karlsruhe

Ilves, Toomas Hendrik
Former President of the Republic of Estonia, Tallinn

Mogherini, Federica
Former Vice President of the European Commission and High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, European 
Union, Brussels
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Sikorski, Radosław
Chairman of the Delegation for Relations with the United States, 
European Parliament, Brussels

Solana, Javier
Former Secretary General of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, Madrid

Stavridis, James G.
Admiral (ret.); Operating Executive, Carlyle Group, Washington, DC

Soros, Alexander
Deputy Chairman, Open Society Foundations, New York

Stoiber, Edmund
Former Minister-President of the Free State of Bavaria, Munich

Mushikiwabo, Louise
Secretary General, Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie, 
Kigali
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The MSC Team

2019 has been an active year for the MSC team which has organized numerous 
events around the world and coordinated various publications. As reflected in 
the rising number of activities, the number of staff members working for the 
organization has reached the next level with almost 40 staff members. With 23 
employees at our Munich office and 16 at our Berlin office at the end of 2019 
(including two trainees and one student assistant), this year the MSC core team 
has continued the growth trend of the last four years – up from 30 full-time 
employees in 2018.

(Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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This year, the MSC welcomed eleven new team members in Berlin and 
Munich, while four colleagues left the organization. Among the new arrivals was 
Ambassador Boris Ruge who joined the MSC team as Vice-Chairman in August. 
He has been assigned by the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs to support MSC 
for two years. Prior to his secondment, Ambassador Ruge was Deputy Chief 
of Mission at the German Embassy in Washington, DC, and served as German 
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia.

To meet the challenges of its organizational growth, MSC is building up its internal 
structures and processes, which led to the recruitment of an IT-coordinator and 
the establishment of an HR department.

(Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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(Credit: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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The MSC in 2019

The Munich Security
Report 2019

The Munich Security
Conference 2019

Other MSC Events and 
Activities in 2019

Reach and Visibility
in 2019

Outreach, Partnerships 
and Sponsoring
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The Munich Security Conference 2019

The Munich Security Conference 2019 welcomed an unprecedented number 
of high-ranking international decision-makers, including more than 30 heads of 
government and heads of state, as well as almost 100 cabinet ministers. Among 
the participants were German Chancellor Angela Merkel, US Vice President Mike 
Pence, Member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China Yang 
Jiechi, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy of the European Union Federica Mogherini, and Nobel 
Peace Prize Laureates Tawakkol Karman and Beatrice Fihn.

The debates of the main program were accompanied by numerous side events 
such as a table-top exercise on crisis prevention in Africa and a roundtable on 
climate change and security hosted by United Nations Environment. Furthermore, 
the conference convened confidential MSC roundtables on a variety of MSC 
focal topics such as Energy Security, Cyber Security, Health Security, and 
Transnational Security.

(Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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(Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC)

The MSC 2019 also offered programs for the next generation such as the 
Munich Young Leaders (MYL) program, a joint endeavor of the MSC and the 
Körber Foundation that brings together young leaders in the fields of foreign 
and security policy. 2019 the MYL program celebrated its 10th anniversary. The 
MYL 10th anniversary meeting took place in New York ahead of the 75th General 
Assembly of the United Nations in September.

The MSC 2019 also marked the inauguration of the John McCain Dissertation 
Award. The prize, established by the MSC and its academic partners, seeks to 
uphold the legacy of the late Senator John McCain and rewards research that 
can spur a continued conversation on foreign and security policy aspects of the 
transatlantic relationship.
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Key Facts

MSC 2019

Academia, 
Think Tanks, 
NGOs

Members of 
Parliament

Private 
Sector

Ministers

Diplomats 
and Officials

International 
Organizations

Distinguished Statesmen

Heads of State 
and Government

Media

145

121

147

95

50

36

36

32
25
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OFFICIAL SIDE 
EVENTS AT THE 
MSC 2017–2019

2019

2018

2017

131

126

130
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Selected Speakers

FRIDAY, 
FEBRUARY 15

Ursula von der Leyen
President, European 
Commission, Brussels;
Former Minister of 
Defence, Federal 
Republic of Germany

Jens Stoltenberg
Secretary General, 
NATO, Brussels

Gavin Williamson
Former Secretary of 
State for Defence, 
United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, 
London

Christine Lagarde
President, European 
Central Bank,  
Frankfurt a.M.;
Former Managing 
Director of the 
International Monetary 
Fund, Washington, D.C.
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SATURDAY, 
FEBRUARY 16

Abdel Fatah al-Sisi
President, Arab 
Republic of Egypt;  
Chairman of the African 
Union, Cairo

Angela Merkel
Chancellor, Federal 
Republic of Germany, 
Berlin

Klaus Iohannis
President, Romania, 
Bucharest

Sergey V. Lavrov
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Russian 
Federation, Moscow

Ine Eriksen Søreide
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Kingdom of 
Norway, Oslo

Bunny McDiarmid
Former Co-Executive 
Director of Greenpeace 
International, 
Amsterdam
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Hasina Sheikh
Prime Minister, People’s 
Republic of Bangladesh, 
Dhaka

Mike Pence
Vice President of 
the United States of 
America, Washington, 
DC

Yang Jiechi
Director, Central Foreign 
Affairs Commission of 
the Office of Foreign 
Affairs, People’s 
Republic of China, 
Beijing
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SUNDAY, 
FEBRUARY 17

Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman  
Al Thani
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, State of Qatar, 
Doha

Tawakkol Karman
Chairwoman, Women 
Journalists Without 
Chains; Nobel Peace 
Prize Laureate 2011, 
Sana’a

Ahmed Aboul-Gheit
Secretary General, 
League of Arab States, 
Cairo

Henrietta H. Fore
Executive Director, 
United Nations 
Children’s Fund,  
New York

(Credits: Kuhlmann, Mueller, Hildenbrand, and Balk / MSC)
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Selected Side Events

PUBLIC EVENTS The MSC 2019 did not only take place in the main conference halls of Hotel 
Bayerischer Hof. Rather, there were also numerous events for the general public 
in Munich over the course of the weekend.

#MSC2019 – From Cold War to Star Wars: How to Deal with the Arms Race to 
Space?
On the eve of the main conference, the #MSC2019 event engaged the public 
in an important debate about a topic that has experienced a meteoric rise 
to the top of the international security agenda. “Astropolitics” is a sphere of 
geopolitical competition, with a potential for conflict. The MSC guests were 
invited to take a look beyond our terrestrial boundaries into the world of outer 
space and engage with an expert panel consisting of among others Thomas 
Arthur Reiter, Dirk Hoke and Michel Friedling on the many significant policy 
implications of a new (arms) race to space.

MSC Innovation Night: How to Turn Innovations into Strategic Advantages?
Following the highly successful inaugural event on the eve of the MSC 2018, the 
MSC partnered with the Cyber Innovation Hub and Siemens AG to host the MSC 
Innovation Night 2019. The event brought together decision-makers as well as 
innovative thinkers such as Ursula von der Leyen, Joe Kaeser and Roland Busch 
and aimed at fostering networks and helping to overcome systemic hurdles to 
modernisation and adaptation in crucial security environments.

Concert & Discussion: A Moment of Harmony amid Global Dissonance
The MSC and the Munich Chamber Orchestra joined forces to bring together 
outstanding individuals in music and politics for a dialogue amid global 
dissonance. On the one hand, times of radical change are times of instability 
and concern. On the other hand, times of upheaval are also times of discovery 
and modernism. In literature, fine arts and of course in music, times of crisis have 
always accelerated the urge to move forward. This public event exposed the 
similarities between cultural progress and the current geopolitical dynamics.

(Credits: Kuhlmann and Müller / MSC)
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MSC Security and Literature Series
For the third year running, the MSC organized the Security and Literature Series, 
which focuses on the relationship literature and politics share and examines 
the means by which literature can gauge security and stability in society. The 
first of the three evenings was dedicated to Aleida and Jan Assmann, who 
were awarded the Peace Prize of the German Book Trade. On Friday evening, 
the MSC payed tribute to Norway, the Guest of Honour at the Frankfurt Book 
Fair 2019. Åsne Seierstad, author and winner of the Leipzig Book Award for 
European Understanding as well as Prime Minister of Norway Erna Solberg 
were the distinguished guests of the evening. Finally, Saturday evening featured 
Madeleine Albright, the former U.S. Secretary of State, with a discussion of her 
new book “Fascism – a Warning.”

TRANSATLANTIC 
RELATIONSHIP

A Tale of Multiple Flanks? NATO and the Need for a Black Sea Strategy – hosted 
by the German Atlantic Society and the Bavarian State Chancellery
This side event focused on NATO’s Black Sea Strategy. While some Black Sea 
allies prefer an expansion of Enhanced Forward Presence to the lighter Tailored 
Forward Presence, others emphasize the region’s uniqueness and the lack of a 
coherent threat perception and strategy assessment – even among the regional 
states themselves. Florian Hermann, Christian Schmidt, David Zalkaliani and 
Gabriel-Beniamin Leș were some of the distinguished speakers of this side event.

NATO @ 70: An Alliance in Crisis – hosted by Harvard Kennedy School’s Belfer 
Center 
As the North Atlantic Treaty Organization celebrated its seventieth anniversary in 
April 2019, it faced one of the most daunting and complex sets of challenges 
in its history. Can NATO retool and take the bold actions necessary to meet its 
major threats? Two former U.S. Permanent Representatives to NATO, Douglas 
Lute and Nicholas Burns offered their insight into NATO’s challenges and 
recommendations to strengthen the Alliance from their report, “NATO at 70: An 
Alliance in Crisis.”

(Credit: Görlich / MSC)
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REGIONAL 
SECURITY

The Future of Europe in a post-Brexit World – hosted by the Zeit-Stiftung Ebelin 
and Gerd Bucerius
This lunch traditionally singled out a key challenge for the coming year. The 
debate sought to shed some light on the very practical challenges of post-
Brexit Europe, but also on ways to overcome the many tensions within ongoing 
European integration processes that have made Brexit possible in the first place.

(Credits: Barth and Hildenbrand / MSC)

HUMAN 
SECURITY

The UN Security Council at a Crossroads: 
Protecting Children in the 21st Century – hosted by Save the Children
The purpose of the event was to critically address the responsibility of the UN 
Security Council to ensure a better international protection for children in conflict. 
The discussion shed light on the internal dynamics of the Council with Germany 
and Belgium as two new non-permanent members.

Health in Crises: WHO cures? – hosted by the MSC and the Centre for Strategic 
and International Studies
Increasingly public health collides with violent insecurity – in Yemen, Congo, 
Afghanistan, Syria, now Venezuela, to name but the most recent and most 
obvious. These geopolitical crisis generate staggering human carnage, while 
shutting down access and triggering dangerous, expansive outbreaks. Experts 
from diverse walks pondered what innovations – in strategies, new initiatives, and 
improved operational capacities – hold greatest promise and what WHO and 
other key stakeholders can do to implement them.

An Update on Ebola in the DRC and Beyond – hosted by the MSC and the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies
The Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo, the second largest in 
history and still growing, marked its 200th day on February 16, 2019. This event 
attempted to answer the following questions. How to sustain and recharge the 
essential, valiant 500 plus health workforce, led by WHO, buffeted as it has been 
by violent attacks, community resistance, and recent electoral upheaval? How 
to expand the promising vaccine effort, in the face of an outbreak that, to many 
observers, is becoming endemic (i.e. won’t be arrested) and may spread into 
urban centers and neighbouring countries?

Selected Side Events
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WOMEN 
EMPOWERMENT

Women’s Breakfast – hosted by the Bavarian State Chancellery, the Hanns Seidel 
Foundation, Women in International Security, and the Georgetown Institute for 
Women, Peace and Security
The Women’s Breakfast is an integral part of the MSC. The purpose of this 
breakfast was to provide women engaged in foreign and security policy with a 
unique networking opportunity. Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer, now the German 
Federal Minister of Defence, was one of the prominent speakers. 

Harnessing the Power of Women for Global Stability – hosted by Women’s 
Global Development and Prosperity Initiative 
Research shows that the larger the gender gap, the more likely a country is 
to be involved in conflict and to respond to a threat with immediate violence. 
Conversely, when women are free to thrive, they bring stability to nations, as 
well as more jobs and economic growth. This Townhall discussion, that included 
prominent speakers such as Ivanka Trump, Christine Lagarde and Lindsey O. 
Graham, focused on the importance of women’s economic empowerment in 
achieving global peace, security and prosperity.

NUCLEAR ARMS 
CONTROL

The Future of Nuclear Deterrence in Europe – hosted by the MSC and the 
Centre for International Security Policy at the Hertie School of Governance
This off-the-record breakfast discussion, which included Ivo Daalder and François 
Heisbourg as speakers, provided an opportunity to discuss the pressing nuclear 
challenges Europe is facing: Russia has invested in new capabilities, including 
a ground-based nuclear missile violating the INF Treaty, prompting the United 
States to announce its intention to withdraw from the treaty, making a new 
arms race more likely. At the same time, President Trump’s repeated criticism of 
NATO has triggered debates about the reliability of the US security guarantee. 
What does the changing security environment mean for the future of nuclear 
deterrence in Europe?

(Credits: Preiss and Silz / MSC)
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The Ewald von Kleist Award

EWALD  
VON KLEIST

Ewald von Kleist was the founder and defining personality of the MSC. As its 
patron for over 30 years, Kleist was instrumental in advancing the transatlantic 
security dialogue and introducing post-war Germany into NATO and the broader 
Cold War security order. Kleist, a prolific author, jurist, and publisher, founded the 
“Internationale Wehrkunde” conference in 1963 to overcome what he viewed as 
a “lack” of experts on nuclear matters· as well as to enhance German lawmakers’ 
understanding of American security policy. Kleist was noted for his expertise 
on the role of nuclear weapons in NATO’s defence posture and Europe’s role 
in the transatlantic partnership, issues that confronted NATO and “Wehrkunde” 
throughout and after the Cold War. Until his death in 2013, Kleist remained active 
in security affairs and a regular participant of the MSC, a reflection of his devotion 
to “Wehrkunde” and the issues to which he had dedicated his life. His legacy will 
continue to inspire leaders and practitioners from around the world.

Aiming to recognize leading figures in security policy who have made an 
outstanding contribution to international peace and conflict management, the 
MSC inaugurated the Ewald von Kleist Award in 2009. We are honored that 
outstanding statesmen and practitioners of security policy, most of which have 
been conference speakers and participants for many years, have accepted 
the award.

THE EWALD  
VON KLEIST 
AWARD 2019

Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras and his North Macedonian counterpart, 
Prime Minister Zoran Zaev, were awarded the Ewald von Kleist Award at the 
55th Munich Security Conference. Both prime ministers were honored for their 
successful diplomatic efforts to settle the long-standing name dispute between 
their two countries. The two politicians emphasized in their speeches that it was 
important to overcome stereotypes and move towards each other.

Greece and North Macedonia signed an agreement last year to settle the name 
dispute, which has been troubling the countries’ relations for over a quarter of 
a century. According to the agreement, the former Yugoslav Republic is now 
officially called North Macedonia. Following the agreement, Greece declared its 
support for North Macedonia’s accession to NATO and the EU.

Both leaders noted that their populations would soon see the benefits of this 
agreement, affirming that the name compromise, in the long run, would bring 
more security, stability and prosperity to their countries. MSC Chairman Wolfgang 
Ischinger praised the agreement as an outstanding diplomatic success. “You 
have set an example for reconciliation for the region, for Europe, and for the rest 
of the world. Together, you have opened a new chapter in European history, and 
I count on the whole region to build on this historic achievement”, he stated.
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Kleist Award Ceremony: Zoran Zaev (left) and Alexis Tsipras (Credits: Kuhlmann and Preiss / MSC)
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The John McCain Award

(Credit: Kuhlmann / MSC)

JOHN MCCAIN Senator John McCain was a companion, partner, and friend of the MSC for more 
than four decades. After first attending the conference as a young Navy officer, 
he eventually came to lead the United States Congressional delegation to the 
MSC for more than 20 years in his role as senator. As such, he played a key 
role in establishing the conference as an important forum for the transatlantic 
community.
 
John McCain was known for his courageous actions as a prisoner of war in 
Vietnam, and his subsequent long and successful political career. He consistently 
stood up for what he believed in, both domestically and internationally, up until 
his death in August 2018. The causes he lent his voice to included strengthening 
the transatlantic relationship, the moral responsibility of the West, and democratic 
control of the armed forces. Over the course of his political career, Senator 
McCain often looked beyond party lines and was an example of extraordinary 
leadership. His voice of reason will be missed dearly.

Senator McCain was a staunch transatlanticist who defended the alliance at its 
best and confronted it with its worst. In times when the transatlantic bond can no 
longer be taken for granted, we are keen to honor him at the MSC.
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(Credit: Kuhlmann / MSC)

THE MCCAIN 
AWARD 2019

The MSC has launched the John McCain Dissertation Award in cooperation 
with several universities. Together with the Hochschule for Politik München, TUM 
School of Governance, the Geschwister-Scholl-lnstitute for Political Science at 
LMU Munich, the Bundeswehr University Munich, and the McCain Institute for 
International Leadership. Together, we strive to establish the McCain Award as 
the most coveted prize of its kind.

On the sidelines of the MSC, the Prize is awarded annually to up to two 
distinguished doctoral dissertations for exceptional academic contributions 
with an emphasis on an essential and important element of the transatlantic 
relationship. It consists of several components, including participation in MSC 
events and activities, attractive publication options and a prize sum of up to 
20,000 euros. In 2019, the recipients of the Prize were Abigail Post (Anderson 
University, Indiana) and Ulrike Esther Franke (University of Oxford).

The selection process is led by Eugenia da Conceicao-Heldt (TUM School of 
Governance), Carlo Masala (Bundeswehr University Munich), Berthold Rittberger 
(Geschwister-Scholl-lnstitute for Political Science at LMU Munich), Trine Flockhart 
(Syddansk Universitet), Stephanie Hofmann (Graduate Institute Geneva), and 
Andrew Moravcsik (Princeton University).

37

ANNUAL REPORT 2019

Th
e
 C

o
nf

e
re

nc
e



(Credit: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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The MSC in 2019

The Munich Security
Report 2019

The Munich Security
Conference 2019

Other MSC Events and 
Activities in 2019

Reach and Visibility
in 2019

Outreach, Partnerships 
and Sponsoring
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The Munich Security Report 2019

“THE GREAT 
PUZZLE: WHO 
WILL PICK UP 
THE PIECES?”

The Munich Security Report (MSR) is published annually and compiles 
data, analyses, and maps that illuminate major developments in and critical 
challenges to international security. The Munich Security Conference’s annual 
flagship publication notably serves as a conversation starter for the MSC and 
background reading for participants. In addition, it is also made available to 
security professionals and the interested public around the globe and receives 
wide media echo.

The report’s 2019 and thereby fifth edition was entitled “The Great Puzzle: Who 
Will Pick Up the Pieces?” – a question which several key speakers took up 
during the MSC 2019. Against the backdrop of an increasingly disintegrating 
world order, the report placed its focus on both middle powers’ willingness and 
abilities to step up, but also difficulties in taking up a leading role when it comes 
to upholding the liberal international order. Further, the report provided regional 
analyses of the Sahel, Eastern Europe and the Western Balkans. It also shed 
light on overarching issues currently posing major security challenges, from 
transnational organized crime to artificial intelligence and revived arms race.

The report’s 2019 edition was downloaded more than 40,000 times and several 
thousand copies were handed out at the MSC 2019 and other MSC events 
throughout the year. The report was launched just ahead of the main conference 
on February 11, 2019, at the MSC’s annual kick-off event in Berlin in front of 
an audience comprised of representatives from the military, academia, civil 
society, media, the German government and the Berlin-based diplomatic corps. 
In preparing the report, the MSC worked with some of world’s most renowned 
research institutions.

(Credit: Oellermann / MSC)
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PARTNERS OF
THE MSR 2019

	 Africa Center for Strategic Studies
	 Center for International Peace Operations
	 Center for the Study of the Drone at Bard College
	 Centre for International Security Policy at the Hertie School of Governance
	 Counter-Trafficking Data Collaborative
	 Defense Manpower Data Center
	 Embassy of Canada in Berlin
	 Embassy of Japan in Berlin
	 Friedrich Ebert Foundation Regional Office for Cooperation and Peace  

in Europe
	 German Aerospace Center (DLR)
	 Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)
	 Global Affairs Canada
	 Global Drug Survey
	 Global Public Policy Institute (GPPi)
	 Global Trade Alert
	 IHS Markit
	 International Crisis Group
	 Ipsos
	 Jacques Delors Institute Berlin
	 Jane’s Market Forecast
	 McKinsey & Company
	 McKinsey Global Institute
	 Mercator Institute for China Studies (MERICS)
	 Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
	 Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)
	 Oxford Economics
	 Peterson Institute for International Economics
	 Pew Research Center
	 Portland Communications
	 RAND Corporation
	 Regional Cooperation Council (RCC)
	 RHIPTO Norwegian Center for Global Analyses
	 Save the Children
	 Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI)
	 The Genron NPO
	 The Global Alliance Against Transnational Organized Crime
	 The International Institute for Strategic Studies
	 The Vienna Institute for International Economic Studies
	 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
	 World Customs Organization
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(Credit: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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The MSC in 2019

The Munich Security
Report 2019

The Munich Security
Conference 2019

Other MSC Events and 
Activities in 2019

Reach and Visibility
in 2019

Outreach, Partnerships 
and Sponsoring
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MSC Kick-off & Launch of the MSR 2019
Berlin, February 11, 2019

In the run-up to the 55th edition of the Munich Security Conference, on February 11, 
the MSC hosted its traditional kick-off event at the Representation of the Free 
State of Bavaria in Berlin. “Who will pick up the pieces of the disintegrating 
world order?” was the overarching question of the Munich Security Report 2019, 
presented by Ambassador Wolfgang Ischinger, Chairman of the MSC, and Tobias 
Bunde, MSC’s Head of Policy and Analysis.

The presentation was followed by a debate between Timothy Garton Ash, 
Charlemagne Prize laureate and Professor for European Studies in Oxford, 
and Sabine Weyand, Deputy Chief Brexit Negotiator of the EU, on the possible 
consequences of an exit of the United Kingdom from the EU in the context of a 
disintegrating world order.

Well over 300 attendees from the Berlin foreign and security policy community, 
including representatives of ministries, the German Bundestag, civil society, the 
media, the military as well as the Berlin-based diplomatic corps were present at 
the event.

(Credit: Oellermann / MSC)
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(Credits: Oellermann / MSC)
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Defence & Security Policy Series
Munich, February 16; Washington, DC, April 3;  
London, December 3–4, 2019

ABOUT THE 
SERIES

Since the turn of the millennium, the global security environment has been in 
great flux. The increasingly multipolar world is characterized by the upsurge of 
state actors like Russia and China as well as by the alarming number of nonstate
armed groups and weak states around the globe. These developments have 
given rise to intense debates on the future global security architecture.

In this context, the MSC’s traditional focus on issues of European defence and 
transatlantic security cooperation remains as relevant as ever. Beyond advocating 
for discussions on deeper, more impactful defence and security cooperation 
in Europe, the MSC advances the international debate on a wide array of 
defence and security policy issues, including: nuclear and conventional arms 
control, counterterrorism, transnational organised crime, intelligence cooperation, 
planning and procurement, and strategic foresight. Events in the context of the 
Defence & Security Policy Series are aimed at selected decision-makers at the 
highest levels of government, academia, militaries, the private sector, and civil 
society.

The future of European defence has traditionally been one of the MSC’s key 
topics. Since the launch of the European Defence Series in 2013, the importance 
of the topic has been further emphasised. Facing times of greater insecurity, 
European countries are looking for ways to find better common responses. Thus 
far though, the magnitude and importance of the issues is not matched by the 
spending, the commitment, and the state of defence planning. The MSC regularly 
convenes summits and smaller, complementary roundtables to reinvigorate and 
advance the discussion at critical junctures in the international calendar.

(Credit: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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ACTIVITIES  
IN 2019

European Defence Roundtable at the MSC 2019
Together with the Royal United Services Institute and the Institut Montaigne, the 
MSC hosts a series of European Defence Roundtables in 2019 and 2020. The 
purpose of this series is to discuss the evolving roles of the United Kingdom (UK), 
France, and Germany in light of the seismic shifts in the security environment. 
The roundtable in Munich 2019 kicked off the series with an in-depth look at 
developments in defence cooperation in Europe. The subsequent roundtable 
took place in London (December 4). In 2020, the series will continue with 
roundtables in Munich (February 15) and in Paris (in July).

On the sidelines of the 55th Munich Security Conference, the MSC hosted a 
high-level discussion on the future of European defence cooperation titled “The 
Future of European Defence: Friends in Need – Friends Indeed?”. The roundtable 
brought together senior North American and European decision-makers from 
both military and politics, as well as leading policy and academic experts and 
representatives of the defence sector. The discussion focused on concerns 
about possible duplications between EU- and NATO-led initiatives to strengthen 
joint defence capabilities. However, participants raised several examples of how 
this cross-organizational cooperation has been working well so far. With regard 
to European efforts, the development of a common European arms export policy 
was seen as a crucial political issue. For many participants, the imminent Brexit 
was the key challenge for European and transatlantic defence cooperation, and 
they welcomed the prospect of further MSC discussion formats on this issue.

European Defence Roundtable in London 2019
On the sidelines of the NATO Leaders’ Meeting in London on December 4, the 
MSC organized a European Defence Roundtable in the British capital on the 
same day. European security and defence policy, as well as the particular roles 
of Germany, France and the United Kingdom formed the focus of discussions. 
Hosted by the MSC together with the Royal United Services Institute and the 
Institut Montaigne, the roundtable was the second part of an event series on 
the future of European security issues which aims to strengthen the trilateral 
relationship between Germany, France and the United Kingdom.

In particular, discussions focused on the question of joint European decision-
making on security policy challenges in the event of crises. Roundtable participants 
highlighted that both institutional reforms in building coherent decision-making 
mechanisms as well as increasing European military capabilities were crucial 
steps in this respect. To further foster this dialogue on security and defence 
issues, the event series will be continued with a European Defence Roundtable 
in Paris in the summer of 2020.
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NATO Engages: The Alliance at 70
In April 2019, marking the 70th anniversary of the signing of the Washington Treaty, 
the founding document of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, Allied foreign 
ministers convened in Washington, DC, at a critical juncture for the Alliance and 
the transatlantic community as a whole.

On April 3, the day before the official Ministerial, the MSC, in partnership with the 
Atlantic Council and the German Marshall Fund of the United States, as well as 
numerous transatlantic institutional partners, hosted the leading public outreach 
event “NATO Engages: The Alliance at 70.”

Building on the success of “NATO Engages: The Brussels Summit Dialogue”, 
co-hosted by the MSC and partners in July 2018, the interactive Townhall format 
brought together key leaders from the Alliance and beyond – including NATO 
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, US Vice President Mike Pence, and German 
Foreign Minister Heiko Maas – as well as a diverse range of experts and next-
generation voices, taking stock of NATO’s achievements over the past seven 
decades while also looking ahead to new challenges in a changing international 
security environment.

In addition, several storytelling testimonials underlined how NATO changed 
individual life-stories for the better, including the experiences of a NATO fighter 
pilot, a young Afghan-American and a 9/11 survivor who thanked the allies for 
their support when calling out Article 5.

(Credit: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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NATO Engages: Innovating the Alliance
With “NATO Engages: Innovating the Alliance”, the MSC, the Atlantic Council, 
GLOBSEC, King’s College London and the Royal United Services Institute 
organized the official framework event of the NATO Leaders Meeting in London 
on December 3, 2019.

Following previous events in Brussels in July 2018 and Washington, DC, in 
April 2019, the agenda in London focused on the future of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) in the face of new threats and geopolitical uncertainties. 
Titled “Innovating the Alliance”, the event offered NATO states’ “next generation” an 
opportunity to actively participate in the debate. Thanks to close cooperation with 
NATO and the British government in planning and implementing the event, the 
event also counted a significant number of high-ranking decision-makers among 
the participants. “NATO Engages” with its agenda, ranging from climate change 
to rapid technological developments, such as in the field of artificial intelligence, 
offered a platform – in particular for young voices and new ideas, as a majority of 
the more than 600 participants were younger than 35. Together, they interacted 
with NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg as well as NATO leaders such as 
Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte and Polish President Andrzej Duda.

CONSORTIUM

CORNERSTONE
PARTNER

ALLIES

STRATEGIC 
PARTNERS
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Human Security Series
Munich, February 15; Bahir Dar, May 3; Cairo, October 27, 2019

ABOUT THE 
SERIES

The Human Security Series brings together decision-makers to advance 
discussions and help develop strategies on how to mitigate threats to human 
livelihood posed by non-traditional challenges, such as climate change, 
infectious diseases, or human rights violations. As these challenges become 
more pronounced, the strategic community needs to ready itself for a rise in 
conflicts. After all, human hardship caused by non-traditional threats is not only 
significant in and of itself, but also often at the core of violent conflict.

Effective responses to these challenges must build on a cross-sectoral and 
multi-disciplinary approach. To that end, the MSC promotes discussions and 
collaboration between the strategic community and development officials and 
experts, NGO leaders, international organizations, the research community, as 
well as the private sector. Placing an emphasis on issues of global security, 
the MSC’s Human Security Series focuses on three areas: Sustaining Peace, 
Environmental Security, and Health Security. In doing so, it closely connects with 
the MSC’s activities in other fields, in particular its Transnational Security Series 
and its work on regional conflicts.

A first roundtable on the sidelines of the MSC 2016 focused on the difficulties of 
providing healthcare in conflict-affected areas. During subsequent Health Security 
Roundtables on the sidelines of Core Group Meetings in Addis Ababa, Beijing 
and Washington, DC, debates focused on challenges to health security with a 
special focus on the respective host regions. The Health Security Roundtable 
on the sidelines of the World Health Summit 2017 focused on the question of 
leadership within the global health security governance.

Two Human Security Series roundtables took place in the framework of the 
MSC 2018 focusing again on healthcare provision in conflict zones and diverse 
dimensions of human security in regions such as Africa, the Middle East, and 
Asia. Further, the MSC organized a roundtable on effects of climate change and 
other environmental security hazards on the sidelines of the Tana High-Level 
Forum on African Security 2018. The Series continued with three events in 2019.
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(Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC)

ACTIVITIES  
IN 2019

Roundtable on Health Security in Munich (2019)
On February 15, on the sidelines of its annual main conference, the MSC hosted a 
Roundtable on Health Security. In an intimate setting, it united 20 participants from 
politics, international organizations, the private sector, the military, and the business 
community, to discuss current and future challenges related to health security.

The main topic discussed was the need for greater cooperation and trust 
between the public sector, civil society, the private sector, and the military, to 
handle catastrophic outbreaks of diseases. The debate also suggested that 
the international community needed to pay far more attention to the effects 
of urbanization and population growth. Participants pointed to outstanding 
achievements with regard to fighting Polio and HIV, providing access to clean water, 
and vaccinations in general, which resulted from technological improvements 
and systematic cooperation within the health security sector. As the main barrier 
to further progress, participants identified a lack of financial resources, an issue 
that in their view needed to be tackled by the international community.
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MSC Side Event at the Tana Forum in Bahir Dar (2019)
On May 3, the MSC – in partnership with the Tana High-Level Forum and 
the African Union (AU) – hosted a roundtable and a panel discussion on the 
sidelines of 2019 Tana Forum in Bahir Dar, Ethiopia. More than 40 high-ranking 
representatives of governments, research institutions and civil society came 
together to discuss the future of peacekeeping missions on the African continent. 
The event in Ethiopia was the first of three MSC meetings held in Africa this year 
– the other two being the presentation of the Transnational Security Report in 
Abuja and the Core Group Meeting in Cairo.

The MSC has a unique relationship with the Tana Forum, which the MSC helped 
to set up eight years ago. Reflecting its commitment to a forward-thinking 
discourse on security in Africa, the MSC periodically returns to Bahir Dar, Ethiopia, 
to promote the discussion of global challenges from an African perspective.

Roundtable on Sustaining Peace in Cairo (2019)
On October 27, in the framework of the Core Group Meeting in Cairo, the MSC 
hosted a roundtable on the fragile situation in Sudan. Following the ouster of its 
long-time ruler, Africa’s third-largest country is facing many challenges on the 
way towards sustainable peace. Much is at stake: A deterioration of the situation 
could have significant impact on the security situation in the region. In Cairo, the 
MSC therefore brought together key players to discuss how to best support 
Sudan’s transition process. Participants agreed that removing Sudan from the list 
of state sponsors of terrorism was essential for the peace process and resolving 
the country’s economic crisis. The roundtable was held in partnership with the 
German Ministry of Development and Economic Cooperation.
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Discussion Session on Sustaining Peace (Credit: Kuhlmann / MSC)

Human Security Roundtable – Tana High Level Forum on African Security (Credit: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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Arctic Security Series
Munich, February 16; Helsinki, May 7, 2019

ABOUT THE 
SERIES

Arctic Security has become a key topic on the international security agenda: 
Warming at a pace of at least twice the global average, the Arctic is undergoing 
a dramatic transformation that has far-reaching geopolitical and security 
implications. True to its tradition as a platform for key international security topics, 
the MSC aims to contribute to the emerging debate through a series of events 
aimed at select decision-makers and experts at the highest levels of policy, the 
private sector, and civil society.

ACTIVITIES  
IN 2019

Arctic Security Roundtable at the MSC 2019
As part of its Arctic Security Series, the MSC organized a roundtable on February 
16 during 2019 main conference, bringing together more than 30 high-ranking 
representatives from governments, the military, international organizations, NGOs, 
the think tank community, and the private sector.

The lively discussion showed that the balance of power in the Arctic is changing 
as the emerging global great power competition manifests itself in the region. 
Previous assumptions of the Arctic as an exceptional region of peace and 
cooperation are increasingly being challenged. Instead, the Arctic is emerging 
as a region of growing geopolitical importance. Notably, Russia and China are 
particularly interested and active in the Arctic. Despite increasing challenges, 
participants also highlighted that interest in stronger economic cooperation in 
the region is increasing. Furthermore, climate change was emphasized as a 
common enemy for all Arctic nations and a possible driver of dialogue.

Arctic Security Roundtable in Helsinki
On May 7, 2019, the MSC – in cooperation with the Finnish Institute of International 
Affairs (FIIA) and with the support of the Finnish government – organized a 
Roundtable on Arctic Security in Helsinki, Finland, on the sidelines of the Arctic 
Council Ministerial Meeting.

The event gathered high-level representatives of governments, militaries, the 
intelligence community, business, and academia to engage in a two-tiered 
discussion: On the one hand, the Roundtable sought to identify models of 
cooperation practiced elsewhere in the world that can help manage possible 
sources of tension in the Arctic; on the other, it aimed at highlighting patterns 
of collaboration that have flourished in the Arctic and might help improve 
governance of other (maritime) regions.

Roundtable participants included Sauli Niinistö, President of Finland, Timo Soini, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Finland, Clive Johnstone, Commander of NATO’s 
Allied Maritime Command, Sergey Kislyak, Member of the Federation Council of 
the Russian Parliament and former Ambassador to the United States.
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(Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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Transnational Security Series
Munich, February 16; Abuja, June 28; Cairo, October 27, 2019

ABOUT THE 
SERIES

Transnational security threats – cross-border, generally non-military threats to 
national and international security – are a byproduct of the globalized world. 
Trafficking in drugs, arms, and people, nuclear proliferation, the spread of terrorism 
and piracy and the associated illicit financial flows are only some of the issues 
that cross the border between international and domestic security policy. Unlike 
traditional “hard” security challenges, many transnational security threats have 
not yet elicited the same concerted international efforts to tackle them. Given the 
fact that transnational security threats know no borders, efforts to address them 
effectively require close exchange and cooperation between states and relevant 
non-state actors alike. With its series on Transnational Security, the MSC aims 
to bring together decision-makers and experts from academia and the private 
sector to discuss strategies that may help counter transnational security threats.

ACTIVITIES  
IN 2019

In addition to the events specifically dedicated to the topic of transnational 
security threats, transnational security issues play an important role in all MSC 
activities. The MSC hosts panel discussions as well as a growing number of 
side events on transnational security issues at the main conference in Munich 
and at its Core Group Meetings. In 2019, the MSC placed particular emphasis 
on transnational security in its publications, from a chapter on transnational 
organized crime in the flagship Munich Security Report 2019 to the dedicated 
Transnational Security Report “Cooperating Across Borders: Tackling Illicit Flows” 
published in June 2019.

Transnational Security at the MSC 2019
On February 16, on the sidelines of its annual main conference, the MSC hosted 
a Transnational Security Roundtable in partnership with PMI Impact. More than 
30 participants from politics, international organizations, law enforcement, NGOs, 
academia, and the military gathered to engage in an off-the-record dialogue. 
The event in Munich focused on illicit flows of money, goods, and people across 
borders. Notably, participants discussed the amalgamation of a variety of illicit 
cross-border flows – from drugs and arms smuggling to human trafficking – and 
their destabilizing consequences for the regions in question. Of special interest to 
those who discussed efforts to reduce illicit flows was the need for cooperation 
between governments, law enforcement agencies, international organizations 
and the private sector. Furthermore, rather than focusing on combatting a single 
type of illicit flow, participants suggested that future efforts should focus on the 
overarching networks, routes, and places that facilitate illicit trade.
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The Transnational Security Report
Globalization has made the world richer in many ways. However, rapid technological 
advances and the increase of global trade flows over the past decades have 
also catalyzed all kinds of illicit flows. Such unlawful or illegitimate cross-border 
exchanges are often linked to organized crime and present broader transnational 
threats to stability and security. The trafficking in drugs, arms, and people, and 
the associated illicit financial flows are only some examples of the challenges 
bridging the border between international and domestic security policy.

In the wider context of the challenges that the international order currently faces, 
such emerging transnational security threats add another layer to the complex 
security environment policy-makers need to navigate. True to its 55-year tradition, 
the MSC is committed to doing its part to bring together key actors to foster 
dialogue and discuss ideas for future cooperation. The Transnational Security 
Report “Cooperating Across Borders: Tackling Illicit Flows” is part of that effort.

The first MSC publication published in both English and French, the Transnational 
Security Report covers selected spotlights of transnational illicit flows – from the 
trafficking of goods, arms, and people, to illicit financial flows – which endanger 
global security by funding conflicts and perpetuating instability. The report illustrates 
regional and international security implications and provides ideas for cooperative 
solutions, building on ongoing efforts by many institutions across the world.

Modelled on the MSC’s flagship Munich Security Report, as well as thematic 
reports such as the European Defence Report, the report aims to serve as 
a discussion starter. Data analysis and graphics – many of them previously 
unpublished or updated specifically for this report – were compiled in close 
cooperation with renowned institutions and experts dedicated to increasing the 
understanding of illicit flows and transnational organized crime in its different 
forms and countering its threat to stability and security.

(Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC and UNODC, adapted by the African Center for Security Studies)
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Transnational Security Roundtable in Abuja
On June 28, the MSC launched its Transnational Security Report, which presents 
exclusive data and analyses on illicit flows and their impact on international 
security, on the eve of the ECOWAS summit in Nigeria.

The launch event opened with keynote speeches by President Buhari of Nigeria, 
current chairman of ECOWAS, and President Kaboré of Burkina Faso, current 
president of the G5 Sahel. Further participants included ministers from the 
ECOWAS region, the ECOWAS Commissioners for Trade, Peace and Security, 
and Refugees, as well as the National Security Advisor to the Nigerian president 
and senior decision-makers from the private sector and academia. Together, 
they discussed the report’s findings and examined the role illicit flows play in 
transnational security in West Africa and beyond.

A subsequent panel discussion with experts and contributing partners of 
the Transnational Security Report dived deeper into the report’s findings and 
discussed possible collaborative approaches to combating illicit flows. Participants 
identified the need to build broad coalitions – not just across borders, but also 
across sectors and including civil society and private enterprises. Roundtable 
participants also agreed that such approaches needed to be localized in affected 
communities and take their needs into account.

In addition to the launch event, the MSC hosted an off-the-record Roundtable 
on Transnational Security in West Africa. High-level participants of the ECOWAS 
summit, engaged in a debate with representatives from academia, international 
organizations, and the private sector from the wider region and beyond. During 
the discussion, participants emphasized the importance of increased cooperation 
on all levels, both regionally but also within national governments.

(Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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(Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC)

Transnational Security Roundtable at the Core Group Meeting in Cairo
On the sidelines of the Core Group Meeting in Cairo, the MSC organized a 
Transnational Security Roundtable on October 27 to explore security implications 
of the newly established African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), which is 
to be rolled out in a phased approach, starting in July 2020.

Participants agreed that the short-term impact of free trade zones can be 
rather challenging for the countries involved, heavily affecting the poorest ones. 
However, the long-term impact can be positive. In order to reduce illicit trade and 
its associated risks, incentives for illicit trade need to be tackled right from the 
beginning. In addition, technology can play an important role in tackling illicit flows.

Transnational Security Roundtable Cairo: Samih Onsi Sawiris, Boris Ruge, and Alvise Giustiniani (from the left)  
(Credit: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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Cyber Security & Technology Series
Munich, February 15–16; Doha, October 29;
Berlin, November 24–25, 2019

ABOUT THE 
SERIES

Technological change is continually transforming the ways countries develop, 
interact, and pursue their security interests at home and abroad. Accordingly, 
cyber security in particular has become a critical item on the international security 
agenda in recent years. The growing attention this topic commands is reflected 
in discussions about norms in cyber space, concerns about Big Data and privacy, 
as well as the security of critical infrastructure. Simultaneously, the security impact 
of technological developments, such as artificial intelligence and new types of 
weapons systems, is ever increasing – in conventional warfare, the cyber realm, 
as well as outer space. A key aim of the Cyber Security & Technology Series is 
to bring geopolitics back into the debates around technology. By including in its 
events selected decision-makers at the highest levels of government, academia, 
militaries, the private sector, and civil society, the series acts as a bridge between 
the worlds of tech, politics and the security sector.

ACTIVITIES  
IN 2019

Cyber Security Roundtable at the MSC 2019
On February 15, on the sidelines of its annual main conference, the MSC hosted 
a Roundtable on Cyber Security, uniting more than 50 participants from politics, 
international organizations, the private sector, academia, and the military, to 
discuss current and future challenges that originate in cyber space. In particular, 
participants highlighted the growing vulnerability of connected, networked, 
highly digitized societies to cyber attacks. After all, in an era of deeply connected 
supply chains and the Internet of Things, such attacks may affect the daily life 
of millions of people. The discussion subsequently focused on ways to react to 
the increased risk of cyber attacks, including hack backs after actual attacks and 
efforts to strengthen one’s defence capabilities. 

Technology Roundtable at the MSC 2019
On the sidelines of its annual main conference, the MSC Technology Roundtable 
took place in cooperation with the German Aerospace Center and RAND 
Corporation. The event engaged more than 30 participants from politics, 
international organizations, the private sector, academia, and the military in an 
off-the-record dialogue.

At the roundtable, participants discussed the challenges associated with the 
development of hypersonic weapons, including how it may change the future of 
warfare. Capable of executing maneuvers at extremely high speed and altitude, 
these weapon systems are highly unpredictable and leave very little warning time.

Hence, participants warned that human decision-making processes would prove 
ineffective in preventing hypersonic missile attacks. Instead, effective defence 
will require algorithm-based counter measures.
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Cyber Security Summit in Berlin 2019
On November 24 and 25, the MSC convened its Cyber Security Summit 2019 
in Berlin. In the run-up to the United Nations’ annual Internet Governance 
Forum, the Summit gathered around 150 high-level decision-makers and 
expert representatives from the private sector, academia and civil society. Key 
themes included global competition over information technologies as well as 
multi-stakeholder cooperation to tackle cyber attacks and disinformation. The 
summit was co-hosted with the Deutsche Telekom and enjoyed the support of the 
German Federal Foreign Office and the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Energy.

Cyberspace has long been regarded as a policy area in which states 
predominantly have common interests and which can therefore represent a 
starting point for international cooperation. However, the necessary trust at the 
international level seems at risk in the current climate. A recurring theme for the 
two-day event was therefore the need for confidence-building measures. As 
Wolfgang Ischinger, Chairman of the MSC, stated: Trust is not only indispensable 
for effective diplomacy, but also interaction in the cyber sphere – meaning 
not intergovernmental cooperation, but also relations between governments, 
companies, and users.

(Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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Energy & Resource Security Series
Munich, February 15; Doha, October 29, 2019

ABOUT THE 
SERIES

In an increasingly interdependent world, state and non-state actors rely on stable 
flows of resources and a resilient global economy. Accordingly, competition 
and cooperation over the use of these resources as well as the provision of 
distribution networks and infrastructure constitute decisive security factors. 
Today, the demands of a growing world population make the sustainable and 
economical use of these resources an imperative security challenge for policy-
makers around the world. Some regions, such as Central Asia or the Arctic, may 
well turn into a new hot spot of energy security and thus pose new geostrategic 
challenges. The MSC contributes to these debates regarding economic and 
resource security through a series of events aimed at select decision-makers 
at the highest levels of government, academia, militaries, the private sector and 
civil society.

ACTIVITIES  
IN 2019

MSC Energy Security Roundtable in Munich 2019
On February 15, on the sidelines of its annual main conference, the MSC hosted 
a Roundtable on Energy Security. Co-hosted with the ONS Foundation, the event 
gathered more than 30 participants from politics, international organizations, non-
governmental organizations, the private sector, and academia to discuss solutions 
to the tensions surrounding the construction of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline.

Participants acknowledged that in the coming decades gas imports would 
continue to play a significant role in Europe’s efforts to meet its energy needs. 
In this context, participants discussed the mounting criticism that has recently 
forced European governments with a stake in Nord Stream 2 to reassess the 
pipeline project in a wider geopolitical context. Some participants highlighted the 
need to embed the project in a wider strategic consensus, which adequately 
balances the project’s economic benefits with its political costs. 

MSC Energy Security Roundtable at the Core Group Meeting Doha
Following up on some of the key issues raised at the Energy Security Roundtable in 
Munich, the MSC continued its event series with another roundtable alongside the 
Core Group Meeting in Doha. Given mounting tensions in the region, discussions 
aimed to examine the geopolitical consequences and ways to move forward.

In particular, it has been looked at the role of the Gulf States in contributing to a 
lasting de-escalation as well as the instruments available to de-couple reliable 
energy supply from the underlying currents of US-Iran tensions in the region. 
How can the EU support this process? The event ensured an opportunity for 
open and frank discussions and an informal exchange between participations 
and selected experts ahead of the Core Group Meeting in Doha.
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(Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC)

63

ANNUAL REPORT 2019

O
th

e
r 

A
ct

iv
iti

e
s



Munich Young Leaders Annual Meeting
New York City, September 19–21, 2019

ABOUT THE 
MUNICH 
YOUNG  
LEADERS

The Munich Young Leaders program is a joint project of Körber-Stiftung and 
the MSC. The program, launched in 2009, offers aspiring experts and young 
decision-makers from all over the world an international platform to take part in 
important political debates, strengthen their personal and professional networks, 
exchange ideas on foreign and security policy with high-ranking political figures, 
and engage in an intergenerational and interdisciplinary dialogue.

In 2019, Körber-Stiftung and the MSC celebrated the 10th anniversary of the 
program. To date, more than 270 talented minds from over 60 countries have 
become part of the Munich Young Leaders. Among them are ministers, members 
of parliament, senior civil servants, commanders and leading political experts 
from some of the world’s most distinguished institutions. They come from a wide 
range of backgrounds including governments, national and regional parliaments, 
civil society, academia, think tanks, the media and the private sector. Every 
year, a new cohort of 25 outstanding talents joins the Munich Young Leaders 
program to discuss and exchange ideas with high-ranking personalities and key 
decision-makers at the MSC. Candidates are identified by German Embassies in 
selected countries. In coordination with the Chairman of the MSC, Körber-Stiftung 
nominates the participants out of the proposals submitted.

In addition to the annual gathering of the new Munich Young Leaders cohort in 
February, the MSC and Körber-Stiftung invite all Munich Young Leaders to the 
Annual Meetings, which are organised in cooperation with a smaller alumni group 
from a host country. So far, these gatherings have been held in Washington, 
DC, Moscow, Berlin, Kyiv, Warsaw, Rabat, Madrid, and New York. At the Annual 
Meetings, the alumni meet with senior personalities and decision-makers from 
the host country to discuss foreign and security policy in light of the specific 
regional context, and to share experiences and recommendations. Throughout 
the year, Munich Young Leaders also participate in various events organised by 
the MSC and Körber-Stiftung.

ACTIVITIES  
IN 2019

To celebrate the 10th anniversary of the program, the MSC decided to organize 
various events throughout the year under the topic of the future of multilateralism. 
When the Munich Security Conference and Körber-Stiftung established the MYL 
initiative in 2009, they envisioned a platform for young experts to engage in open 
dialogue with high-ranking political figures, to strengthen their network, and to 
exchange fresh ideas in the field of foreign and security policy. Ten years later, 
this platform has taken on impressive dimensions and was even strengthened 
by the various activities in 2019.
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MYL at the MSC 2019
At the MSC 2019, we welcomed another generation of Munich Young Leaders. In 
Munich, the new cohort had the opportunity to follow the conference’s highlights 
in the main hall as well as attend a specially tailored program on the sidelines, 
including roundtable discussions with selected high-ranking MSC guests, 
including the Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund Christine 
Lagarde, the Minister of Defence from Singapore Ng Eng Hen as well as the 
Advisor to the President of the United States of America Ivanka Trump.

Right ahead of the MYL Annual Meeting in New York in September, the MSC 
organised in partnership with the European Forum Alpbach a panel session 
in late August. In line with the general theme of the future of multilateralism, 
the MSC hosted a panel discussion session titled “Lost in Translation? The EU’s 
Struggle to Speak with One Voice on Foreign Policy.” All speakers were alumni 
from the MYL network and the fact that our panel was an all-female panel was 
very positively perceived.

MYL in NYC 2019
From September 19 to 21, more than 90 alumni of the Munich Young Leaders 
program gathered in New York City for its 10th anniversary. In high-level meetings 
just ahead of the UN General Assembly, the alumni discussed challenges 
to multilateral cooperation, highlighted by the Anniversary Gala Dinner at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art and the keynote speech of the President of the 
73rd Session of the UN General Assembly María Fernanda Espinosa-Garcés, a 
fireside chat at the residence of the Permanent Representative of Germany to 
the United Nations Christoph Heusgen with Former Secretary of State of the 
United States of America Henry Kissinger as well the launch of the anniversary 
publication with Under-Secretary-General for Political and Peacebuilding Affairs 
Rosemary DiCarlo at the Headquarters of the United Nations.

(Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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(Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC)

66

ANNUAL REPORT 2019

O
the

r A
ctivitie

s



THE  
PUBLICATION

Contributing to the collaborative resolution of global conflicts by facilitating 
international dialogue is the core objective of the MSC. In this spirit, on the 
occasion of the 10th anniversary of its Munich Young Leaders program, the MSC, 
together with Körber-Stiftung, dedicated a special publication to the current state 
and future of multilateral cooperation. Titled “Multilateralism is Dead. Long Live 
Multilateralism!” and authored by Munich Young Leaders, the report presents 
best practices for multilateral cooperation and offers regional perspectives on 
the prospects of and challenges to the multilateral order.

In the first part of the publication, Munich Young Leaders shed light on eight 
multilateral best practices from a diverse range of fields. In each case, the 
authors examine the conditions underpinning cooperative successes and 
identify important lessons learned. Examples include cooperation among 
cities in the fight against climate change, scientific collaboration in the conflict-
ridden Middle East, multilateral efforts to combat terrorist online propaganda, 
and NATO’s partnership with industry in tackling growing cyber threats. To 
showcase these cases, the publication features insightful data and analyses 
from renowned partner organizations, such as the United Nations, NATO, the 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) and Cisco.

MYL Reunion 2019 (Credit: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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(Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC)

In the second part, the publication complements the debate on multilateralism 
with diverse regional perspectives, visions for the future of international 
cooperation, and views on the most urgent issues to be tackled multilaterally. For 
instance, one contribution highlights the long tradition of multilateral cooperation 
in Africa that oddly contrasts how Africa is mostly discounted as an agenda 
setter for international efforts. Another contribution centres on the Middle East, 
highlighting a trend towards more fluid and pragmatic alliances that are defined 
by opposition to Iran.

Given the relevance and timeliness of the topic, the publication received a positive 
media response. The report’s contributions on regional multilateral views were 
also featured by Project Syndicate – a well-renowned platform for commentaries 
by leading thinkers, statesmen and women, policymakers, practitioners, and 
activists. Across the MSC’s social media channels, the publication and related 
coverage of the Munich Young Leaders Annual Meeting in New York City 
generated more than 450,000 impressions.

The epicentre of multilateral cooperation, the UN Headquarters in New York 
served as venue for the report launch on September 19, 2019 – just ahead 
of the annual debate in the UN General Assembly. At the launch event, UN 
Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Rosemary DiCarlo delivered a key 
note speech that acknowledged the important contribution of the Munich Young 
Leaders publication. Emphasizing that the UN continue to mark successes in 
multilateral cooperation, DiCarlo recognized that the organization could better 
publicize its achievements and thanked all authors of the publication for their 
contributions in this context.
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Core Group Meetings Cairo and Doha
Cairo, October 27–28; Doha, October, 28–29, 2019

ABOUT THE 
CORE GROUP 
MEETINGS

In addition to the MSC in February, the MSC is involved in the international 
security policy debate with other high-profile formats. Since 2009, the MSC has 
organized annual Core Group Meetings.

ACTIVITIES  
IN 2019

With tensions rising and conflicts in areas like Syria, Yemen, and the Strait of 
Hormuz becoming more acute, the security situation in the Middle East continues 
to deteriorate. The internationalization of Middle Eastern conflicts – both involving 
powers from the region as well as other international actors – has been a 
significant factor in stoking violence. These challenges are also increasingly 
linked to security dynamics on the African continent. For this reason the MSC 
decided to host two back-to-back Core Group Meetings: The first in Cairo, Egypt; 
the second one in Doha, Qatar. Together, the events served as a kick-off for a 
series of high-level events in the region, which will be continued with meetings 
in Turkey and Saudi Arabia.

The MSC Core Group Meeting in Cairo
More than 80 participants joined the MSC Core Group Meeting in Cairo. Among 
the many high-ranking decision-makers from the region were the President of 
Egypt Abd al-Fattah al-Sisi as well as Foreign Minister Sameh Hassan Shoukry, 
Kenya’s Cabinet Secretary of Defense Raychelle Omamo, Niger’s Foreign 
Minister Kalla Ankourao, Uganda’s Foreign Minister Sam Kutesa, Sudan’s Foreign 
Minister Asma Abdalla and Secretary-General of the Arab League Ahmed Aboul-
Gheit. Among the participants from Europe was a large delegation of German 
parliamentarians including German Deputy Foreign Minister Niels Annen. The 
MSC Core Group Meeting in Cairo was co-hosted by the Government of Egypt 
and was supported by the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the League 
of Arab States.

The MSC Core Group Meeting in Cairo (Credit: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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The MSC Core Group Meeting in Cairo (Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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The MSC Core Group Meeting in Doha
On October 28 and 29 in Doha, the MSC held the second of two consecutive 
Core Group Meetings. Senior decision-makers and experts from the Middle 
East, Africa, Europe, and beyond met to discuss current crises, their security 
implications and paths towards de-escalation. In the days prior, another Core 
Group Meeting had taken place in Cairo. The two meetings are part of an event 
series in the region.

More than 60 participants joined the meeting in Doha. Among the many prominent 
decision-makers from the region were the Emir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al-Thani, the Prime Minster of Qatar Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa Al-Thani 
as well as Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani, the 
Foreign Ministers of Iran and Oman, Mohammad Javad Zarif and Yusuf bin Alawi 
bin Abdullah, the President of the Kurdistan Regional Government Nechirvan Idris 
Barzani, and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Tawakkol Karman. The Core Group 
Meeting in Doha was co-hosted by the Government of Qatar and was supported 
by the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the League of Arab States.

The MSC Core Group Meetings in Cairo and Doha (Credit: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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The MSC Core Group Meetings in Cairo and Doha (Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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Munich Strategy Forum
Elmau, December 1–3, 2019

ABOUT  
THE MSF

The Munich Strategy Forum (MSF) – the most exclusive MSC format – is a 
discussion in a private off-the-record setting in the Bavarian Alps. It recalls the 
spirit of the founding years of the MSC in the 1960s and 1970s, when a few 
dozen senior leaders came together for an informal exchange of ideas. Thus, 
it revives the spirit of the old “Wehrkundetagung”, which was founded as a 
discussion amongst equals. 

In addition to helping to promote a strategic debate on foreign and security policy 
choices and the development of strategic priorities for Germany and Europe, the 
MSF also aims to provide input and guidance for all our activities and programs 
throughout the year. 

The MSF champions strategic debate on choices about the most pressing 
current and future foreign and security policy challenges, with a special focus 
on the transatlantic and Euro-Atlantic contexts. It brings together current and 
former decision-makers from politics and the private sector as well as high-level 
representatives and thought-leaders from academia and think tanks.

The MSF takes place once a year for two days at Schloss Elmau in Southern 
Germany. The meeting is strictly limited to 70 participants and held entirely off the 
record. The MSC does not publish a list of participants nor does it communicate 
any results.

ACTIVITIES  
IN 2019

At the MSF in 2019, participants discussed a series of fundamental questions – 
questions about the nature of the Western project and the European order. Most 
importantly, they revisited the idea of the West itself, discussing whether leaders 
on both sides of the Atlantic still share core strategic interests and a common 
understanding of the Western project. Participants also revisited the vision of a 
Europe “whole, free and at peace” and debated the prospects of a common 
vision for Europe’s future. Finally, participants also talked about Germany and its 
responsibility. More than five years after the speeches that seemed to present 
what some later called the new “Munich consensus,” they took stock of the 
progress made, the challenges that remain, and the potential new risks and 
threats we might face.
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(Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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MSC in Berlin Series

ABOUT  
MSC IN BERLIN

With its MSC in Berlin Series, the MSC brings together representatives of the 
foreign policy community in Berlin and high-profile guests from within the MSC 
network for background discussions and briefings. In 2019, the MSC hosted 
several intimate, off-the-record discussions with participants from politics, think 
tanks, businesses, and media to discuss current foreign and security policy 
challenges with high-level international guest speakers. In recent years, these 
included Henry Kissinger, Bill Gates, Armenian President Armen Sarkissian, and 
„The Economist“ Editor-in-Chief Zanny Minton Beddoes. 

(Credit: Matej Kastelic / shutterstock)
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SELECTED 
ACTIVITIES  
IN 2019

MSC in Berlin with Saudi Ambassador Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud, June 25
The Ambassador, now Foreign Minister of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and a 
small group of senior representatives from the Berlin foreign policy community 
exchanged their views on the state of, and perspectives for, bilateral ties between 
Saudi Arabia and Germany as well as current foreign policy challenges in the 
Middle East.

(Credit: MSC)

MSC in Berlin with Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs Ine Marie Eriksen 
Søreide, November 26
During a breakfast discussion, the Minister and a small group of senior 
representatives from the Berlin foreign policy community elaborated on a range 
of current security policy challenges for Europe and the transatlantic alliance.

(Credit: MSC)
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(Credit: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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The MSC in 2019

The Munich Security
Report 2019

The Munich Security
Conference 2019

Other MSC Events and 
Activities in 2019

Reach and Visibility
in 2019

Outreach, Partnerships 
and Sponsoring
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Global Media Coverage of the
Main Conference

The main conference in Munich has long been in the focus of worldwide media 
attention. Every year, thousands of journalists gather in the Bavarian capital on the 
conference weekend to report on the debates at Hotel Bayerischer Hof.

Given the relevance of the topics and the prominence of the participants, it is no 
surprise that interest in and public awareness of our conference has never been 
higher. The Munich Security Conference 2019 took place against the backdrop 
of great global uncertainty, unprecedented levels of conflict and key political 
developments.

With more than 1,100 journalists from all over the world accredited to cover the 
proceedings, the MSC featured prominently in virtually every global news outlet. 
All of the world’s leading outlets are present in Munich with their foreign and 
security policy correspondents.

Newspapers from around the world – ranging from the Times of India over 
Nikkei and the Chinese People’s Daily to The Economist, The Financial Times, 
The Washington Post and The New York Times – reported from this year’s 
conference debates in more than 5,400 articles published right before, during or 
after the conference weekend.

More than 17,200 TV and radio reports were aired, continuing the trend of ever 
increasing coverage since 2017. In addition, more than 3,700 newswire reports 
were issued by more than 100 news agencies, including key global players such 
as Reuters, AFP, Xinhua or ITAR TASS.

Viewers from across the globe were able to follow some of the conference’s 
highlights on their national or regional TV channels, ranging from Al Jazeera 
International over BBC News to TV5 Monde to CNN.

In addition, a revamped social media strategy and public outreach program 
have helped to further drive up numbers, reach new key audiences and build 
momentum for future activities.

(Credits: Kuhlmann / MSC)
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COVERAGE 
OF THE MAIN 
CONFERENCE 
2019 IN 
NUMBERS

TV AND RADIO ONLINE

71 countries 
represented

300 
different 
media 
outlets

>1,100 
accredited 
journalists

173 TV 
channels

255 radio 
channels

>4,500 TV 
reports

>12,700 
radio reports

PRINT MEDIA NEWS AGENCIES

>70 million 
circulation of top 

50 global and top 20 
German newspapers 

reporting on MSC 
2019

>5,400 
print 

articles >100 
news 

agencies 
reporting

>3,700 
newswire 
reports

>3.7 million 
video views on 

Facebook, Twitter 
and YouTube

>340,000 
visits to the 

MSC website 
(February  
15–18) 

>11.5 million 
impressions of 
MSC Facebook 

posts, Tweets and 
YouTube videos
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Sample Coverage

“The Munich Security Conference — a forum conceived during the Cold War 
to discuss security threats and challenges — has never been an event for the 
faint of heart. Even so, the mood at this year’s gathering, the 55th, would best be 
described as funereal. It’s no secret Europeans and Americans (i.e. the Trump 
administration) have been at odds over a laundry list of issues including the 
Iranian nuclear deal, climate policy, trade and  commitment to NATO. Yet the 
interaction between the two sides in Munich — which bordered on the caustic, 
both in public and behind the scenes — left some participants warning that the 
estrangement threatens to hobble the transatlantic security alliance at a time of 
growing instability.”
Matthew Karnitschnig and David M. Herszenhorn, Politico, February 16

“Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany delivered a strong rejoinder on Saturday 
to American demands that European allies pull out of the Iran nuclear deal and 
gave a spirited defense of multilateral institutions in a world increasingly marked 
by great-power rivalry. In an uncharacteristically passionate speech, Ms. Merkel 
said the nuclear deal was the best way of influencing Iranian behavior on a range 
of non-nuclear issues, from missile development to terrorism. […] Ms. Merkel 
defended multilateralism and stressed that collective solutions were the only way 
to tackle global challenges — from a rising China to climate change to mutually 
beneficial trade.”
Katrin Bennhold and Steven Erlanger, The New York Times, February 16

“For all the tutting at the White House, there was pessimism about Europe’s 
appetite or ability to fill a security void left by the US. Talks on the margins laid bare 
the obstacles of resource and political challenges to greater co-operation, not 
least the lack of common EU arms export rules. Sauli Niinistö, Finnish president, 
lamented the lack of ‘hard strength’ to bolster its influence in world security. 
Norbert Röttgen, head of the Bundestag’s foreign affairs commitee, said Europe 
was ‘going round in circles’ and was ‘even more divided than a year ago’.”
Michael Peel, David Bond and Guy Chazan, Financial Times, February 18

TRANSATLANTIC 
DIFFERENCES LAID 
BARE AT ANNUAL 
DEFENSE POWWOW

MERKEL DELIVERED 
A SPIRITED DEFENSE 
OF MULTILATERAL 
INSTITUTIONS

EUROPE NEEDS TO 
SORT ITSELF OUT
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“Amid the gloom of a security conference focused on the breakdown in 
transatlantic relations under President Trump, Joe Biden offered beleaguered 
Europeans a ray of hope this weekend. ‘This too shall pass’, the former vice 
president promised. ‘We will be back.’ […] The comment earned Biden, a 
possible candidate for president in 2020, a sustained applause from a crowd 
that clearly wanted to believe the United States will return to a more familiar role 
as trusted friend after two years of Trump turning on allies and cozying up to 
adversaries. But Europeans are not convinced that Biden, or anyone, can deliver. 
Even if Democrats beat Trump when he vies for reelection next year, U.S. allies 
say the damage will be difficult to reverse.”
Griff Witte and Michael Birnbaum, Washington Post, February 18

“The Munich Security Conference used to focus primarily on European and 
transatlantic issues. However, China has become a focus at the conference in 
recent years as it is playing an increasingly important role in global security 
issues. In his keynote speech, Yang, head of the Chinese delegation, said 
unilateralism and protectionism have been on the rise, and the multilateral 
international order and global governance system are being challenged. ‘China 
advocates a steadfast commitment to advance international cooperation, uphold 
and develop multilateralism, and make the international order more just and 
equitable’, Yang said.”
Shanghai Daily, February 18

DEMOCRATS 
PROMISE 
EUROPEANS A POST-
TRUMP FUTURE

CHINA’S IMPORTANT 
ROLE
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34

Das Erfolgsgeheimnis der Konferenz:  
Hier spricht jeder mit jedem 

Trumps Gesandter
US-Vizepräsident  

Mike Pence vor  
dem „Bayerischen  

Hof“ in München

Business-Frühstück 
Außenminister Heiko Maas 

(Mitte r.) beim Gespräch mit 
dem russischen Amtskollegen 

Sergej Lawrow (Mitte l.)

Auto-Runde  
Ivanka Trump mit den 

Chefs von VW und Daimler, 
Diess (l.) und Zetsche

Mächtige Frauen  
Bundeskanzlerin  
Angela Merkel (l.) mit 
der Sprecherin des  
US-Repräsentanten-
hauses, Nancy Pelosi

Mr. Sicherheit  
Nato-Generalsekretär  
Jens Stoltenberg

Wolfgang Ischinger Der Chef der Sicherheitskonferenz  
zeigt Flagge für Europa 

FOCUS (GERMANY),
FEBRUARY 23, 2019
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D
er praktische Nutzen dieser
Saalveranstaltung liegt darin,
dass man Applaus nicht nur
hören, sondern auch sehen
kann. Besonders von vorne,

aus der Perspektive von AngelaMerkel et-
wa, die jetzt in einem Sessel sitzt, ein biss-
chenrot imGesichtundauchsonstrechter-
hitzt,weil sie sich–manmussdas so sagen
– inRage geredet hat. Achwas, fürMerkels
Verhältnisse war das ein Ausbruch, ein
Sturzbach aus Emotionen und Argumen-
ten, eineKaskadederGedanken.Wenn für
diese Frau ein Argument wie ein Rinnsal
ist, dann haben sich am Ende die Gedan-
ken in Bäche, die Bäche in Flüsse und die
Flüsse in einen reißenden Strom vereint.

MerkelsGedankenflut stürzt also in den
Saal und brandet –man kann das wirklich
physisch beobachten – von der Rückwand
ab, flutet zurück durch die Stuhlreihen
und löst dabei so allerhand aus der Veran-
kerung.Heftiger, geradezuexplosionsarti-
ger Applaus, spitze Bravo-Rufe, ein an-
schwellendes Raunen und Zischen. Zuerst
stehen sie in den hinteren Reihen auf,
danndie inderMitte, dann auchdieDigni-
täten ganz vorne. Es stehen unter ande-
rem: ein Botschafter aus Moskau, Vertre-
ter aus Afrika oder aus der arabischen
Welt, Generäle in Uniform, ein Erzbischof,
vor allemdie Frauen, angeführt vonChris-
tineLagarde,derDirektorindes Internatio-
nalen Währungsfonds. Neue Bravo-Rufe,
immer noch kein Vorhang, ganz große
Oper.

Merkel wird das genau beobachtet ha-
ben, sie hat den Saal im Blick. Für einen
kurzen Moment huscht unverstellte Freu-
de durch ihr Gesicht. Sie selbst sagt ja, sie
könne ihre Emotionen nicht wirklich ver-
bergen. Als würde sie gleich losprusten
und frotzelnd sagenwollen: Hab ich’s euch
wieder gezeigt, was? Dann aber verkneift
sie sich den Blick, schaut zum Boden, weil
der Teppich vermutlich so etwas wie Er-
dung ermöglicht. Im Sieg: Größe, sagte
Winston Churchill. Das hier war ein Sieg.
Und sicher nicht ihr kleinster. Aber Tri-
umph ist Merkels Sache nicht.

Später werden sie sich auf den Fluren
oder per Twitter überbieten: Die Anführe-
rindesWestenshabemanbeobachtenkön-
nen, die Größte, die Unverzichtbare – im-
mer im Superlativ, ein einziges Stoßgebet
der Verzweifelten, die gerade von ihrer be-
vorstehenden Rettung erfahren haben.

Die Münchner Sicherheitskonferenz,
oder besser: das Amalgam Duzender Si-
cherheitskonferenzen macht verteilt über
drei bis vier Tage auf dem inzwischen
klaustrophobisch kleinen Raum eines
Münchner Hotels sichtbar, was die weite
Welt an Problemen, Spannungen und Ka-
tastrophen zu bieten hat. Man kann sich
diese Sicherheitskonferenz auchwie einen
Dampfkochtopf vorstellen. Viel Platz ist da
nicht, der Druck steigt stetig, irgendwann
musste die Sache explodieren.

DerBallsaal desBayerischenHofs funk-
tioniert tatsächlich auch wie ein Dampf-
kochtopf, gebaut im Stil eines sehr steilen
Amphitheaters: unten die Arena mit ihren
Einlasstoren an den Seiten, dann die stei-
len Galerien. Entweichen kann da nichts.

Es gab übrigens noch eine zweite Welle
an diesem Tag, ausgelöst vom amerikani-

schen Vizepräsidenten Mike Pence. Sie
pflanzte sich vomRednerpult fort über die
erstebis zurdritten, viertenReiheundver-
ebbte dort nach wenigen Sekunden. Doch
dazuspäter.DenneswardieKonferenzder
AngelaMerkel,diederWelteineLektioner-
teilte inSachenRealismus:Überdenrichti-
gen Umgangmit Russland, die Verhältnis-
mäßigkeit in der Energiepolitik, Chinas
Macht, Deutschlands Unzulänglichkeit in
Sachen Rüstung und Verteidigung, und
vorallemüberWerteundVernunft in einer
vernetztenWelt, die sichgerade inGruppie-
rungen der Unvernunft zu zerlegen droht.

Wer die Münchner Sicherheitskonfe-
renz in diesem Jahr begreifen will, der
muss die vielen Veranstaltungen am Ran-
de besuchen, die Diskussionen über die
Technologie-Monopolisten, Energieströ-
me,Nuklearwaffen, Cyber-Strategien, den
WeltraumoderdieArktis.WeralsodreiTa-
ge damit verbringt, das Unheil und die Be-
drohungen der Welt auf sich einprasseln
zu lassen, wer mehr Fragen als Antworten
einsammelt: der muss anschließend ent-
weder auf die Entgiftungsstation oder auf
dieDachterrasse des BayerischenHofs, wo
bei Abendrot und Alpenblick ein sehr klu-
ger, aber anonym bleiben wollender Kopf
Abstand zu gewinnen versucht mit den
Worten, das könne einem echt zu viel und
zu unübersichtlich werden.

Amnächsten Tag aber schickt erwieder
eine sortierte Botschaft mit dem Hinweis,
dass aus Sicht der Chinesen oder Russen
die Sache sehr befriedigend verlaufen sein
müsse.Denn fürdie sei es spannend zube-
obachten, wie eine Allianz zu zerbrechen
drohe. Und überhaupt:Was eigentlich hät-
ten 50 amerikanische Abgesandte aus ei-
ner stattlichen Kongressdelegation gegen
eineneinzigenVizepräsidentenauszurich-
ten? Offenbar nicht genug.

Da ist es also zu beobachten, das neue
Mächte-Dreieck aus Trump-Amerika, den
Chinesen und dem versprengten Rest der
alten Welt, angeführt von der deutschen
Kanzlerin. Russland spielt natürlich auch
eine Rolle, allerdings mehr eine Art Joker,
den mal die eine, mal die andere Seite
zieht. InMünchen sitzendieseWeltpole im
Hotelkeller oder beim Franziskaner, und
der Oberkellner aus Österreich wird ganz
rührselig angesichts seiner Gästeschar.
MadelaineAlbright,die frühereUS-Außen-
ministerin,undderrussischeDaueraußen-
minister Sergej Lawrow gebeugt über ihr
Schnitzel, getrennt durch ein paar Tische.
BeimWiener Kongress hätten sie sich we-
nigstens neun Monate Zeit gelassen, be-
merktdergeschichtsbewussteMann.Aber
hier? Oder jener US-Politiker, der einst die
großen Abrüstungsverträge mitverhan-
delt hat und wirklich etwas versteht von
Strategie:Nacheinergleichermaßenermü-
denden wie ergebnislosen Debatte über
Chinas Ambitionen versenkt er sich in das
panierteSchweinefleisch, das ihmwenigs-
tens in den Umrissen und definitiv in der
Größe Kasachstans serviert wurde.

Es gibt also sehr viel Erregung und we-
nigstens ein paar neue Erkenntnisse: Zum

Beispiel, dass die Militärangehörigen der
chinesische Delegation erstmals in Uni-
form auftreten und bevorzugt in den Dis-
kussionsrunden anzutreffen sind, wo es
um Cybersicherheit oder die digitale Zu-
kunft geht. In einer dieser Runden, Chinas
Beteiligungdiesmal in zivil, stellenderbri-
tische Thinktank IISS und die deutschen
China-Experten von Merics eine Studie
über die chinesischen Aktivitäten auf dem
Technologiemarkt in Europa vor. Kurzfas-
sung: Europa ist ein technologisches Spar-
schwein, merkt aber nicht, wie es gerade
geschlachtetwird. Industrie,Wissenschaft
und Regierung sind im chinesischen Sys-
tem nun mal erheblich enger verzahnt,

und wenn eine der deutschen Koryphäen
in Sachen künstlicher Intelligenz das Geld
füreinForschungsprojektaneinerSchwei-
zerUniversitätausPekingerhält,dannsoll-
teman sich nicht wundern, wenn dasWis-
sen abwandert.Weltraum- und Satelliten-
technologie,Quantencomputer-Technolo-
gie,Robotik–darumgeht es. Der imRaum
anwesende Vertreter der EU-Kommission
bedankte sich ausdrücklich für die Studie,
ein nicht unbedeutender Geheimdienstler
machte sich Notizen.

Sprungalso indenDruckkessel,wogera-
de der ranghöchste Außenpolitiker der
Volksrepublik auf dem Podium spricht
und zum zehnten Mal das Wort von der
Win-Win-Situationunddem„wechselseiti-
genVorteil füralle“ imMundführt.DasPo-

litbüro-Mitglied Yang Jiechi spricht zu-
nächst auf Chinesisch, wechselt dann ins
Englische, hält aber immer dieselbe Bot-
schaft parat: Fürchtet Euch nicht. China
sei es, daswiekeineandereNation Interes-
sehabeandengleichenSpielregeln für alle
auf der Welt. Überhaupt sei es das System
der Vereinten Nationen, das man zu stär-
ken und demman sich zu unterwerfen ge-
denke.

Ein ebenfalls anonym bleiben wollen-
der Diplomat aus dem UN-Apparat infor-
miert später auf dem Flur in spöttischem
Ton,dassdieChinesen tatsächlich ihreAk-
tivitäten in New York emsig erweitert hät-
ten, dass man allerdings keinen treffe, der
von sich behaupte, er arbeite für die UN.
Vielmehr sagten sie alle, sie repräsentier-
ten China innerhalb der UN. Das sei schon
ein Unterschied

Zurück also in den Saal, wo jetzt der
zweite Pol dieser neuen Welt das Podium
erklimmt. Man sollte besser sagen: Der
amerikanische Vizepräsident rumpelt sich
denWegfrei zumMikrofon,dennseineEn-
tourage, angeführt vomBerlinerBotschaf-
ter Richard Grenell, bahnt sich den Weg
durchdiekaffeetrinkendeKonferenzmeu-
temit Fäusten und Ellenbogen.

Die Anmut dieses Trosses steht übri-
gens im krassen Gegensatz zum Auftritt
der Präsidententochter Ivanka Trump, die
im orangefarbenen Kleid durch die Hotel-
gänge schwebt, den Blick stets starr über
die ehrfurchtsvoll zur Seite weichende
Mengegerichtet.ObdieserengelartigeAuf-
tritt mit den gottesfürchtigen Worten des
Vizepräsidentenabgestimmt ist, bleibtun-
beantwortet.

DiePence-Wortewerdenvonamerikani-
sche Konferenzteilnehmer anschließend

so gedeutet, dass sie offenbar nur einem
einzigenZuhörer galten: demPräsidenten.
Und dass der Vizepräsident die Münchner
Sicherheitskonferenzwohlmit einerSpen-
denveranstaltung treuer Trumpisten ver-
wechselt habe.

Unglaubliche32Mal erwähntderobers-
te Vertreter der USA den Präsidenten oder
zitiert seine Worte. 32 Unterwerfungs-
oder Huldigungsgesten, die noch dadurch
überboten werden, dass Pence am Ende
der Rede seine Arbeit als eine Art göttli-
chenAuftrag interpretiert, indemerdieBi-
bel zitiert: „Wo der Geist des Herrn ist, da
istdieFreiheit“, undwerdasWerkderFrei-
heitverrichte,derarbeitequasi alsAuftrag-
nehmerdesHöchsten.Das ist nicht nur für
dievielenRealos imSaaleinepeinliche Inti-
mität zu viel, die noch schwerer zu ertra-
gen ist, weil Sekundenbruchteile nach der
Rede Präsidententochter Ivanka und ihr
Mann Jared Kushner in völliger Verken-
nung der Stimmung im Saal von ihren
Stühlen in der ersten Reihe aufspringen,
um imStehen zu applaudieren. IhremBei-
spiel folgen, wie gesagt, lediglich ein paar
Glaubensgenossen aus Pences Reisegrup-
pe, was die Isolation des Trump-Lagers in
ein hübsches Bild fügt.

Vermutlich wusste der Vizepräsident,
dass er vor feindseligem Publikum spre-
chen würde, denn es war ja die Bundes-
kanzlerin, die Minuten vor ihm den Ap-
plaus ihres Lebens kassiert hatte und da-
mitklarstellte, fürwelchenPoldieserzerfa-
serten Welt das Publikum der Konferenz
arbeitet.

MerkelhattedieRedeohnevielZuarbeit
in den letzten Tagen selbst vorbereitet. Sie
spricht frei und benutzt Beispiele und
Sprachbilder, die sie bisher nur in vertrau-
tem Kreis oder in Hintergrundzirkeln auf
Reisen gebrauchte. Dass sie nun quasi un-
verstellt, ohne Rücksicht auf An- und Ab-
wesende ihre Meinung sagt – das erklärt
dieWirkungderWorte.WieDürstendehat-
ten sie darauf gewartet, dass einmal je-
mand austeilen würde gegen Trump, Xi
und Putin, dass ihre komplizierte Welt in
einfache und schlagende Argumente ge-
kleidet werden kann.

Dass Merkel vomKleinen ins ganz Gro-
ßezukommengedenkt,macht sie ihrenZu-
hörern im ersten Absatz mit naturwissen-
schaftlicher Brutalität klar: Nach der Eis-
zeit und der Zwischeneiszeit befinde man
sich nun offiziell im Anthropozän, in dem
vom Menschen geschaffenen und heftig
strapazierten Zeitalter, in demallesmit al-
lemzusammenhänge–nicht zuletztdieSi-
cherheit auf dem Planeten. Das bedeute:
Wernicht vernetzt denkeundalle Struktu-
ren zerschlage, der werde diese Mensch-
heitsprobleme nicht lösen.

Und dann beginnt sie ihren Parforceritt
durch die zerklüftete Problemlandschaft,
redet über Rüstung, Raketen und Russ-
land, China, Zölle und Zerfall, packt das
Kleine ins Große und zerlegt den Streit in
seine logischenBestandteile,waseinensel-
tenenEinblick in ihrestrategischenÜberle-
gungen ermöglicht.

Beispiel Handel und Zölle: Für sie sei es
nichtganzeinfachzuverstehen,dasseuro-
päische Autos plötzlich eine Bedrohung
der nationalen Sicherheit der USA darstel-
len sollen, noch dazu, wenn diese Autos in
South Carolina gebaut würden, was sie ja
theoretisch nicht weniger bedrohlich
mache. „Das erschreckt uns.“ 1,3 Milliar-
den Einwohner in China, 80 Millionen in
Deutschland – da sei ja schnell klar, wer
Schaden nehme, wenn der Handel ein-
gestelltwerde. Also gebe es nur einenWeg:
gemeinsam für Gleichbehandlung zu
sorgen.

Oder Russland: Merkel betet die ganze
Litanei der verkorksten Beziehungen zu
Russland runter, erwähnt die Annexion
der Krim, den Angriff auf die Ostukraine,
die Ausrichtung derNato auf die nun emp-
fundeneBedrohung.SiebeklagtdieKündi-
gung des INF-Vertrags zur Abschaffung
der nuklear bestückten Mittelstreckenra-
keten,weil es sich hier nicht umein ameri-
kanisches oder russisches Problem alleine
handele, sondernweil es eigentlichEuropa
sei, das bei seiner Sicherheit einWörtchen
mitzureden habe. Sie spart wahrlich nicht
an der Kritik anWladimir Putin, sagt dann
aber auch in entwaffnender Klarheit, war-
um die Isolation Russlands keine Option
sei: „Ich sage einmal – auch das ist gar
nicht einfach in Anwesenheit (des ukraini-
schen Präsidenten) Poroschenkos und
dem chinesischen Vertreter: Wollen wir
Russlandnurnoch indieAbhängigkeit von
China bringen?“ Und überhaupt:Wer sagt,
dass Russland ewig auf diesem Pfad der
Destruktion bleibe. „Geostrategisch kann
Europakein Interessedaranhaben,alleBe-
ziehungen zu Russland zu kappen.“

Ausführung, etwa zumThemaGaspipe-
line: „Ein russischesGasmolekül bleibt ein
russischesGasmolekül, egal ob es über die
Ukraine oder über die Ostsee kommt. Das
heißt: Wie abhängig wir von russischem
Erdgas sind, kann durch die Frage, durch
welchePipelinees fließt,nichtgeklärtwer-
den.“ Es folgen, nicht ganz untypisch, eine
FlutvonArgumentenundZahlen, eineBin-
dungs-Garantie fürdieUkraineundder la-
konischeHinweis,dassderweltgrößteGas-
fördererUSAdemnächst allemal diePreise
bestimmenwerde.

So arbeitet sie sich ab: an China (Abrüs-
tunggehtauchPekingwasan), immerwie-
deranderTrump-Regierung (Afghanistan-
Abzugfalsch,beineuenRussland-Sanktio-
nen abstimmen, Zwei-Prozent-Ziel eine
alberneRichtgrößeangesichtsderdrohen-
den Rezession), an der deutschen „Wasch
mir den Pelz, aber mach mich nicht
nass“-Attitüde inFragenderVerteidigung,
der Rüstung und bei der Entwicklung ei-
ner europäischenmilitärischen Kultur.

Soentsteht invierzigMinuten:dasWelt-
bild der Angela Merkel, das sich wenig er-
staunlich mit dem Weltbild der Saalsitzer
deckt und sofort wegen seines grundsätz-
lich-bilanzierenden Charakters die Ver-
mächtnisfrage eines Zuhörers provoziert:
Was sie denn als die größte Errungen-
schaft und das größte Bedauernis ihrer
Amtszeit empfinde? So weit aber ist Mer-
kel noch nicht, sie verweigert die Ge-
schichtsarbeit. „In Anlehnung an ihre Fra-
ge. . .“, gibt sie zurück, der Rest ist dann
dochwieder nur von theoretischer Natur.
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Hotel zur schlechten Aussicht
Angela Merkel redet Klartext und wird gefeiert – aber nicht von denen, auf die es ankommt.

Auf der Sicherheitskonferenz kommt zusammen, was nicht zusammengehört

von stefan kornelius

US-Vizepräsident Mike Pence war bei der Rede von Angela Merkel nicht im Saal. Er hatte auf der Sicherheitskonferenz eh nur einen einzigen Auftrag – das Wort seines Herrn zu verkünden. FOTO: SVEN HOPPE/DPA

Da sitzen sie gebeugt, die
großen, alten Diplomaten, und
essen ihre Schnitzel

Mike Pence rumpelt sich
den Weg zur Bühne frei. Was dann
kommt, ist noch irritierender

Auch sie ist im Auftrag ihres Vaters unterwegs: First Daughter Ivanka Trump (li.),
hier mit Verteidigungsministerin Ursula von der Leyen. FOTO: TOBIAS HASE/DPA

Merkel zerlegt die Probleme
in ihre Bestandteile, und zwar
bis auf die Molekülebene
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Special Issues

For more than ten years, The Security Times published by Berlin-based Times 
Media has been a media partner of the MSC and become a leading international 
platform for debating strategic security issues. The 2019 issue focused on fears 
of a new nuclear arms race and the decay of global governance, the effects on 
security of new technologies, the future of transatlantic ties and relations with 
Russia. 

Alongside an array of opinion makers on international security policy, in an 
article for The Security Times German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas announced 
an international conference planned for mid-March on the threats posed by 
technologies including 5G, AI, hypersonic missiles and biotech and their 
manageability. 

The European Commissioner for the Security Union Sir Julian King called on 
Europe to prioritize its digital resilience, which is essential for shielding government 
information and industrial research, as well as elections, democratic institutions 
and our personal data. 

Richard Burt lamented the new US-Russian arms race. The chief US negotiator at 
the START disarmament talks with the Soviet Union hoped the two sides return to 
the negotiating table before the event of a catastrophic mistake. The renowned 
Berlin historian Herfried Münkler explained why so many wars of today’s wars 
have no end. In further contributions, Russian historian Alexey Gromyko and 
German SPD lawmakers Rolf Mützenich and Achim Post called for an end to 
sanctions against Russia and new formats for Russian-European talks. 

The Security Times is published for a readership of global opinion makers. It 
is a presence at the MSC itself in Munich and during the year at various MSC 
events. As a controlled circulation publication and alongside its sister paper The 
German Times, it is addressed directly to leading individuals as well as important 
institutions and corporations in Germany, the US, Europe and Asia. 

The newspaper is available online at www.the-security-times.com and also 
present on Twitter with the handle @Sec_Times; https://twitter.com/Sec_Times.

THE SECURITY 
TIMES
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Süddeutsche Zeitung traditionally publishes a special insert on security issues 
prior to the MSC. The 2019 six-page journal is included in the SZ (print run 
321,000, digital edition 70,000, coverage approx. 1.2 million). The edition was 
made available at the MSC. SZ-Security 2019 was picking up the MSC theme of 
puzzle pieces no longer fitting together and a world drifting apart. 

A joint political piece was written by the German and the French Foreign Ministers. 
In an interview, the Dutch Prime Minister spelled out his vision for Europe. 
And major analytical pieces dealt with a world order structured by the laws of 
digitalization, the narcotic threat and it’s underlaying political and societal currents, 
Chinas military rise and the disruptions in den Middle East and Afghanistan. 

A subtle analysis on the growing number of TV dramas mirroring real life political 
events or even preempting them was shedding light on a major media phenomena.
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E s entbehrt nicht einer gewissen
Ironie, dass eine kleine und fei-
ne Information zu Wahrheit
und Lüge in diesen Zeiten ge-
naudas ist:wederwahrnochge-

logen. Irgendwieschwammigeben, fluide,
unpräzise.

Die Information stammt aus dem Jahr
2013, siewurde in einerRedeentdeckt, die
der damals frisch ernannte russische Ge-
neralstabschefWaleriGerassimowvorder
Russischen Akademie für Militärwissen-
schaften gehalten hatte. Nachdem die Re-
de imWestenübersetztwordenwar,mach-
te einebahnbrechendeNachricht dieRun-
de: Russland verfolge eine neue Doktrin,
die Gerassimow-Doktrin.

Kurzfassung: Kriege werden nicht
mehr erklärt, vielmehr können Staaten in
kürzester Zeit auch ohne klassische Waf-
fen zum Wanken gebracht werden – mit
Methoden der „nicht linearen Kriegsfüh-
rung“.Wirtschaft,Gesellschaft,Kultur– je-
derStaat istmit subtilenMittelnbezwing-
bar, nicht zuletztmit denWerkzeugen der
neuen, digitalenWelt: Desinformation auf
allen Kommunikationskanälen, Attacken
überdas Internet,Cyberkriege.Vonhybri-
der Kriegführung sprachen die Strategen.

Nachdem Russlands grüne Männchen
ein Jahr später die Krim annektiert und
denDonbass ineinDauerkriegsgebiet ver-
wandelt hatten, war eigentlich klar: Der
Generalstabschef hat seine eigene Dok-
trin einem Praxistest unterzogen.

Allein:EinwichtigerTeil der Informati-
onskette stimmte nicht. Gerassimow hat-
tegarkeineDoktrinvorgelegt.Ernahmle-
diglich in einer umfassenden Analyse die
Umsturzbewegungen imNahenOstenun-
ter die Lupe und zog daraus Ableitungen
für den militärischen Schutz des russi-
schen Systems, dem er dient.

Der Begriff Gerassimow-Doktrin
stammt vom britischen Historiker und
Russland-ExpertenMarkGaleotti, der die
Rede in der englischsprachigen Welt be-
kannt machte und selbst erstaunt war,
welches Eigenleben sein Täufling ange-
nommen hatte. Galeotti ist ein seriöser
Wissenschaftler, der Russlands Politik in
allen Facetten zu durchdringen versucht.
Er weiß, wie umfassend und bedeutungs-
voll eine „Doktrin“ für ein Land wie Russ-
land ist. Deswegenwar es ihm,wie er spä-
ter schrieb, unangenehm, wie sein leicht-
fertig gewählter Begriff die eigentliche
Komplexitätdes russischenSicherheitsap-
parats, die Struktur und Entscheidungs-
wege im Staat und das Denken des Gene-
ralstabschefs reduzierte.

Und überhaupt: Was ist neu an einer
Doktrin, die schon der chinesische Groß-
stratege Sun Tsu etwa 500 v. Chr. und alle
Denker in der Kategorie von Machterhalt
und Überlegenheit nach ihm aufgestellt
haben? Das Spiel mit Wissen und Unwis-
sen, InformationundDesinformation,Spi-
onageundUnterwanderung–allesalteBe-
kannte im Kampf um Vorherrschaft und
Macht. Der preußische Militärtheoretiker
Carl von Clausewitz wusste, dass militäri-
sche Konflikte nicht in einem Vakuum
stattfinden, sondern nur der letzte Schritt
sind, wenn Staaten streiten – politisch,
wirtschaftlich, gesellschaftlich.

George Kennan, der Diplomat und Vor-
denker der Eiszeit zwischen den USA und
der Sowjetunion, prägte den Begriff vom
„politischenKrieg“ –dieNutzung aller er-
denklichenMittel „kurz vor einemeigent-
lichen Krieg“, um die eigenen Interessen
durchzusetzen.VerdeckteOperation,Wirt-
schaftssanktionen,Propaganda,dieUnter-
stützung des politischen Widerstands –
das volle Programm eben.

Und dann kam die digitale Revolution.
Und die Gerassimow-Doktrin.

Wasalsowarpassiert?Der russischeAr-
meegeneral hatte ein paar lose Fäden aus
dem neuen Flickenteppich zusammenge-
knotet, der da vor denAußen- undSicher-
heitspolitikern auslag. Wie sollte man es
zusammenbringen, das Netz, die sozialen
Medien und die Kunst der Hacker? Nach
frustrierenden (und analogen) Antiterror-
kriegen der Nullerjahre waren alle begie-
rig,diesenneuen,mächtigenHebel zuver-
stehen,dendasdigitaleZeitalterhervorge-
bracht hat. Also machte sich der rang-
höchste Vertreter des russischen Militärs
ein paar Gedanken – der Vertreter jener
Nation, die den Begriff der Desinformati-
onvorfast einhundert Jahren indasReper-
toire der Politik eingeführt hat.

Vor einem halben Jahrhundert schufen
Halbleiter und Prozessoren im Auftrag
desUS-MilitärsdasArpanet, eineKommu-
nikationsplattform. Die Sache mutierte
zum Internet, wuchs sich aus zu einemdi-
gitalen Tsunami, beschleunigte Leben
und Arbeit, ermöglichte die Globalisie-
rung, revolutioniertedieKommunikation,
wurdeplötzlich inderVersion2.0, 3.0oder
„Netz der Dinge“ verkauft. Heute lässt sie
sich dreidimensional ausdrucken, als Er-
satzgehirn in der Hosentasche mittragen
undentwickelt ein Eigenleben als künstli-
che Intelligenz. Und in alldem beeinflusst
dieses digitaleDing selbstverständlich die
Welt der Staatenpolitik, der Sicherheit
und natürlich desMilitärs.

Die Digitalisierung hat die Geopolitik
eingeholt und damit unendlich viele neue
Fantasien imuralten Spiel vonBedrohung
undAbwehrausgelöst. SchonbevorGeras-
simow sprach, war denmeisten Strategen
klar: Die digitale Revolution lässt sich in
derWeltpolitiknicht nur auf die Frage von
Krieg oderFrieden reduzieren.Es geht um

mehr, viel mehr: um das Zusammenleben
derMenschheit, umpolitische und soziale
Systeme, um Ideologien, um das Verhält-
nis zu und die Kontrolle von Maschinen,
umFreiheit undUnterdrückung–undum
dieWahrheit.

So wie die industrielle Revolution das
19. Jahrhundert mit all seinem Wirt-
schaftswachstum, seinen Ideologien und
seinenKriegenvorbestimmthat, sowerde
die digitale Revolution die Chancen und
dieAbgründedes21. Jahrhun-
derts prägen, schreibt der Au-
tor Kevin Drum, „sie wird zur
größten geopolitischen Revo-
lution in der Geschichte der
Menschheit“. Die industrielle
Revolution habe die Welt ver-
ändert, indemsiedenmensch-
lichen Muskel durch die Ma-
schinen ersetzt habe. „Aber
die digitale Revolution wird
dasmenschlicheGehirnerset-
zen.“

Drei gefährliche Sprösslin-
ge wurden nach der Vermäh-
lung der politischen undmili-
tärischenWelt mit der digita-
len Welt gezeugt: erstens Cy-
berwaffen, die längst eine ei-
gene militärische Kategorie
bilden und die führende Rolle
inderhartenAuseinanderset-
zung zwischen Staaten und
imSpionagegeschäftüberneh-
men. Zweitens die manipulative Kommu-
nikation, also der Missbrauch von Infor-
mationen bis hin zum gezielten Einsatz
der Lüge. Und drittens der Wettlauf um
technologische Dominanz, abzulesen an
gewaltigen Forschungsprojekten zur
künstlichenIntelligenzoderauchanÜber-
nahmeschlachten um die großen Digital-
ausstatter, die Chiphersteller und
Kommunikationsrivalen.

DieSpielbühnenderdigitalenRevoluti-
on überschneiden sich, Grenzen sind flie-

ßend, digitale Konflikte lassen sich belie-
big kombinieren und erweitern. Sie sind
selten greifbar und deswegen umso be-
drohlicher. Zähmungsversuchegabesbis-
her nicht wirklich – wedermit den klassi-
schenMitteln derRüstungskontrolle noch
mit Handelsabkommen. Übrigens hat das
Spiel gerade erst begonnen.

Harte Cyberkonflikte sind dabei ver-
mutlich am besten erforscht, auch wenn
die Technologie immer neue Pforten für

Angriffe öffnet. DerdigitaleRüs-
tungswettlauf ist invollemGang.
Militärexperten sprechen inzwi-
schen von der mächtigsten Waf-
feallerZeiten–undeswirdreich-
lich Gebrauch gemacht von ihr.
Stromnetze, Verkehrsadern,
Flugzeuge,Kraftwerke,Kranken-
häuser – alles ist verwundbar. Es
geht um Zerstörung, Erpressung
und Spionage. 200 ernst zu neh-
mende Angriffe von staatlichen
Akteuren zählten US-Experten
nach Information des Journalis-
ten und Buchautors David E.
Sanger allein im letzten Jahr.

Die USA, Russland, China und
Nordkorea unterhalten die größ-
ten Arsenale auf der Welt mit
Tausenden Männern und Frau-
en an den Konsolen. Wie Tro-
phäen reihen sich die großen
Cyberereignisse der letzten Jah-
re an der Beweiskette auf: Stux-

net, Sony-Hack, Wannacry, Petya, der
Weihnachtsangriff 2015 auf die Ukraine,
die Attacke auf die Tech-Giganten im Sili-
conValley,Erpressungen,Datenhacks,An-
griffe auf Banken oder Ölgesellschaften.
Einen vollständigen Überblick gibt es
nicht, die Grauzone ist und bleibt der be-
vorzugte Aufenthaltsort aller kriminellen
und staatlich autorisierten Hacker.

WährenddasPotenzial fürCyberangrif-
fe schon 1993 erkannt wurde, erschloss
sich die disruptive Kraft der neuen Kom-

munikationswelt erst später. Gerassi-
mows vermeintliche Doktrin und die ers-
tenErfahrungenmit der neuenLügenwelt
inderheißenPhasederUkraine-Krisewa-
ren ein müder Vorgriff auf das Panopti-
kum,dassichheutebietet: Lügeundkons-
truierte Realität, Deep Fake und Twitter-
Stürme, digitale Delegitimierung, Social-
Media-ManipulationenundTotalüberwa-
chung mithilfe von Algorithmen, Bots,
Trollen und Serverkapazitäten.

DieKommunikationsrevolu-
tion ist deswegen so wenig vor-
hersehbar, weil sich praktisch
weite Teile der Menschheit
mehroderweniger freiwilligbe-
teiligen: als Leser und Schrei-
ber,alsBeschleunigervonInfor-
mationen, als Share-Freaks
und Like-Lols, mit Abermilliar-
den geposteter Fotos und Vi-
deos, als Angriffsziel für Infor-
mationsattacken und Zuliefe-
rer für Algorithmus-Program-
mierer.DasNetzwirdzurgewal-
tigen Informationsumwäl-
zungs- und -gewichtungsma-
schine. Terrororganisationen
wieder Islamische Staat kündi-
gen ihre Feldzüge per Twitter
an und leitenMeinungsströme,
indem sie per Livestream die
Verbrennung ihrer Gefangenen
in Käfigen zeigen.

Der Stratege und Wissen-
schaftler Peter W. Singer hat das Phäno-
men eindrucksvoll mit demBegriff „Like-
War“beschrieben–derzumLike indieHö-
he gereckte Daumen wird als Waffe um-
funktioniert, die sozialen Medien werden
zum Schauplatz der Konfrontation. Bei-
spiele: die Terrorangriffe von Paris mit
den digitalen Hilferufen aus dem Batac-
lan, die viral ausgelöste Massenpanik
nach dem Amoklauf von München, die
Netzkriege politischer Extremisten und
Populisten, natürlich angeführt von ei-

nemUS-Präsidenten,der sichdankderdi-
gitalen Revolution eine eigene Kommuni-
kationswelt schaffen konnte. Überhaupt
dieser Präsident: Inzwischen konnte die
russische Unterstützungskampagne zu
seiner Wahl intensiv durchleuchtet wer-
den. 126Millionen Facebook-Nutzer wur-
denvondenFalschnachrichtenundMani-
pulationen der Wahlhelfer aus dem Aus-
landerreicht,288 MillionenTwitter-Inter-
aktionen gingen auf ihr Konto, darunter

Paniknachrichten über Ebola-
Ausbrüche und Chemieunfälle
im amerikanischen Kernland.

„Sharp Power“ haben Wis-
senschaftler diese neue Fähig-
keit getauft, das politische Ge-
schäft anhand von gezielter
Kommunikation nadelstichar-
tigzubeeinflussen.Bisherdach-
teman, Soft Power sei stärker–
die Überzeugungskraft einer
Gesellschaft dank ihrermorali-
schen Überlegenheit, ihres
überlegenen,weil freienGesell-
schaftssystems. Nun also die
Schärfe einer frisch gewetzten
Klinge, die freie Gesellschaften
tief verwunden und weniger
freie Gesellschaften mit ihren
digitalen Hilfsmitteln bestens
überwachen und kontrollieren
kann. Kontrolle und Verwir-
rung, Schwächung und Spal-
tung–amEndesindesdiepoli-

tischen Systeme selbst und besonders die
fragile Demokratie, die begraben werden
unter einem Berg von Lügen und Angrif-
fen. Kein Gemeinwesen wird es auf Dauer
aushalten,wennseinenMitgliederndiege-
meinsame Realität entzogen wird.

Am Ende sind es Petaflops und Mikro-
prozessoren, Halbleitertechnik und resili-
ente Systeme, die über den Ausgang die-
ses Kapitels der Menschheitsgeschichte
entscheiden. Geschrieben sind davon nur
die ersten Codezeilen.

Ein
Präsident

hat
sich seine
eigene
digitale
Welt

geschaffen

Der zum
Like
in die
Höhe

gereckte
Daumen
wird zur
Waffe

Vor bald zwei Jahren hat Bundes-
kanzlerin AngelaMerkel in ei-
nem Bierzelt in Trudering eine
Frage aufgeworfen, auf die sie
damals nicht vorgab, eine Ant-
wort zu haben. Unter dem fri-
schen Eindruck der noch unge-
wohnten Unberechenbarkeit von
US-Präsident Donald Trump er-
klärte sie die Zeiten, in denen
sich die Deutschen auf andere
„völlig“ verlassen konnten, für
ein „Stück weit vorbei“. Es
schwang ehrliche Ratlosigkeit
nicht nur der Kanzlerin selbst
mit, sondern des ganzen politi-
schen und diplomatischen Be-
triebs. DieWirklichkeit, die der
Einzug Trumps insWeiße Haus
schuf, hatte nur noch wenigmit
derWelt zu tun, in der sich die
Deutschen seit Ende des Kalten
Krieges eingerichtet hatten. Eine
Welt, in der sie sich, von Freun-
den umgeben, sicher fühlten.

Seit einiger Zeit scheint die Bun-
desregierung eine Antwort parat
zu haben. Außenminister Heiko
Maas verkündete den Aufbau
eines Netzwerks von Staaten, die
für den Erhalt einer regelbasier-
ten Ordnung in derWert eintre-
ten, eine „Allianz derMultilate-
ralisten“. Und KanzlerinMerkel
will sich auf der Sicherheitskonfe-
renz dafür einsetzen, dassmulti-
laterale Strukturen erhalten blei-
ben. Daran ist nichts verkehrt.
Gegen Alleingänge der Starken
und Halbstarkenmüssen die Ver-
nünftigen ihre Kräfte bündeln.
Der Versuch, den Atomdeal mit
Iran vor Trump zu retten, zeigt,
dass das schwierig, aber nicht
unmöglich ist.

Eine problematischeWirkung
aber entfaltet dasMantra vom
Multilateralismus nach innen.
Wenn esMerkel in Trudering
gelungen sein sollte, die Deut-
schenwenigstens „ein Stück
weit“ zu erschrecken, so ist mitt-
lerweile wieder Schläfrigkeit ein-
gekehrt. Einlullend wirkt der
Glaube, dem Chaos in derWelt
könne begegnet werden, indem
sich die deutsche Diplomatie nur
ordentlich ins Zeug legt. Dabei
weiß inzwischen niemand besser
als HeikoMaas, dass der INF-Ab-
rüstungsvertrag durch gutes Zu-
reden nicht zu retten sein wird.

An der Spitze einer neuen Bewe-
gung für Rüstungskontrolle kann
Deutschland nur etwas ausrich-
ten, wenn es von Verbündeten
wie potenziellen Gegnern ernst
genommenwird. Schon deshalb
ist Abneigung gegen höhere Ver-
teidigungsausgaben nicht auto-
matisch ein Beitrag zum Frieden.
Es geht dabei auch weniger dar-
um, Trump zu gefallen, als die
USA langfristig bei der Stange zu
halten. Denn genauso langfristig
wird Deutschland außerstande
sein, ohne Amerikaner und Nato
seine eigene Sicherheit zu ge-
währleisten. Und so richtig die
Forderung nach einem außenpoli-
tisch undmilitärisch stärkeren
Europa ist, darf sie kein Vorwand
sein, sich hinter der EU und im
Ernstfall hinter Frankreich zu
verstecken. Die Rettung desMul-
tilateralismus beginnt nicht ir-
gendwo in derWelt, sondern zu
Hause. daniel brössler

Der Kampf
der Petaflops

Die digitale Revolution wälzt das
Staatengeschäft um. Halbleiter und
Quantencomputer werden über
die Vorherrschaft entscheiden.

Schon jetzt üben die Mächte das neue
Spiel – mit Cyberattacken und durch die

subtile Manipulation der Wahrheit

von stefan kornelius

Dies ist
ihr
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INTERNATIONALE POLITIK is Germany’s leading foreign policy journal. Published 
by the German Council on Foreign Relations (DGAP), it is published every two 
months with a print run of around 6,000 copies and is aimed at those who are 
interested in foreign policy and security policy in politics, business, science and 
the media. It is published by the German Council on Foreign Relations (Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Auswärtige Politik, DGAP). The issue, titled “Nervous Times” 
(January / February 2019) was created in collaboration with the MSC team.

The cover story included interviews with Ben Rhodes, Wolfgang Ischinger, 
Fu Ying and Igor Iwanow. Furthermore, there were contributions by Kadri Liik 
(ECFR), Hakan Tanriverdi (Süddeutsche Zeitung), Florence Gaub (EUISS), Adnan 
Tabatabai, Ian Anthony (SIPRI), Sung-han Kim (Seoul), Bill Hyton (Chatham 
House); Rebecca Bertram (Böll Foundation), Wolf Grabendorff (Quito), Thomas 
Eder (MERICS) and Marc Becker (Hertie School of Governance). As of 2018 the 
IP has been a media partner of the MSC and reported directly from the MSC via 
its website and social media accounts together with its English-language sister 
magazine the BERLIN POLICY JOURNAL.

INTER
NATIONALE 
POLITIK
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INTERNATIONALE 
POLITIK,  
JANUARY /  
FEBRUARY 2019
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Digital MSC

RELAUNCH  
OF THE MSC 
WEBSITE

In September 2019, the MSC successfully relaunched its website and is now 
calling securityconference.org its digital home. With more than 250,000 unique 
visitors over the course of the year, the relaunch has clearly had a positive 
impact on website traffic. The clear structure and modern user interface make 
the presentation of the MSC’s growing portfolio even more enjoyable, while the 
website continues to provide comprehensive coverage of the MSC’s activities, 
including news, event reports, publications, as well as high-quality photo and 
video material. Also, for the first time, the MSC launched a report-specific micro-
site for the Transnational Security Report, which was published in June 2019:  
tsr.securityconference.de.

THE MSC APP

The MSC App keeps its users up-to-date about MSC activities – no matter where 
they are. Additionally, the app works as a digital guide for conference participants 
by providing useful information about sessions, locations, and speakers. In 2019, 
the app has been downloaded 1,200 times. The MSC continues to improve its 
app in order to make it even more useful to participants and to integrate it better 
into MSC events for more interaction.

MSC 
NEWSLETTER
“MUNICH 
CALLING”

The newsletter “Munich Calling” provides regular updates on the MSC’s activities, 
events, and publications to its subscribers. Throughout the year 2019, the 
newsletter noticed a 40-percent increase in subscriptions, reaching a total of 
3,500 subscribers around the globe.
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MSC SOCIAL 
MEDIA
ACTIVITIES

Throughout the year, the MSC has regularly informed and engaged with followers 
on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, YouTube, and Instagram.

On all social media platforms, MSC’s content has reached around 18 million 
people, which equals a 20 percent increase in comparison to 2018. With more 
than 1,000 posts and tweets over the course of the year, the MSC has informed 
about its events and activities, promoted debates on international security policy, 
and publicly interacted with its growing audience and its partner organizations.

The MSC’s social media channels have more followers than ever before: A 
total of 93,000 followers across all platforms mean an increase of more than 36 
percent over the previous year.

In September, the MSC added a new platform to its social media activities. On 
Instagram, it is possible to follow news, events, or take a look behind the scenes 
of MSC’s various activities around the world. In a brand-new category, the MSC 
also features portraits of persons that play an essential role in its activities, such 
as the Munich Young Leaders.
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SELECTED 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
HIGHLIGHTS

VIDEOS In 2019, the MSC once again produced a number of videos for its social 
media channels. Highlight videos of its events, interviews with participants, or 
atmospheric shots provide an even more comprehensive insight into the MSC’s 
activities and make the MSC more tangible for its followers.

For the first time, the MSC produced a thematically focused explanatory video: 
Relating to its first-ever Transnational Security Report, the MSC released a video 
explaining illicit flows and their effect on transnational security.
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#YOURMSC 
YOUTUBE
STUDIO

2019, the MSC, in cooperation with Google, featured an innovative new format: 
#yourMSC. Five YouTube creators from across the globe interviewed MSC 
participants and provided insights into the making and the meaning of the MSC 
for a young, global audience.

In the studio, Ana Kasparian (United States), Haifa Beseisso (United Arab 
Emirates), Mirko Drotschmann (Germany), and Mihai-Alexandru Hash (Romania) 
interviewed 18 participants as well as MSC Chairman Wolfgang Ischinger on 
a diverse range of issues. Complementing the studio interviews, Robin Blase 
(Germany) provided further insights behind the scenes through field reports at 
the venue.

All videos – produced and edited by the digital studio and multi-platform-network 
Studio71 – were published on the format’s channel #yourMSC. Moreover, the 
hashtag #yourMSC was widely shared across social media, with a global audience 
watching and submitting questions to prominent conference participants.

Interviewees:

	 Madeleine Albright
	 Michel Barnier
	 Fatou Bensouda
	 Tony Blair
	 Ian Bremmer
	 Beatrice Fihn
	 Timothy Garton Ash
	 Ben Hodges
	 Wolfgang Ischinger
	 Kersti Kaljulaid
	 Vitali Klitschko
	 Christine Lagarde
	 Ursula von der Leyen
	 Bunny McDiarmid
	 Kumi Naidoo
	 Ben Rhodes
	 Armen Sarkissian
	 Jens Stoltenberg
	 Huiyao Wang 
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 (Credit: Balk / MSC)
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The MSC in 2019

The Munich Security
Report 2019

The Munich Security
Conference 2019

Other MSC Events and 
Activities in 2019

Reach and Visibility
in 2019

Outreach, Partnerships 
and Sponsoring
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Outreach Activities

MSC 
OUTREACH

Over the past year, the Munich Security Conference has again continued to 
intensify its outreach activities. The MSC has also continued to hold select 
exclusive events at the margins of international meetings to further extend its 
reach into different segment of the foreign and security policy community as well 
as engage with diverse audiences around the globe.

MSC @ World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2019, Davos, Switzerland
As part of the long-standing cooperation between the MSC and the World 
Economic Forum (WEF), the MSC co-hosted a panel discussion at the WEF’s 
Annual Meeting on January 24 in Davos.

Focusing on the current state of and outlook for transatlantic relations, Ambassador 
Wolfgang Ischinger moderated a panel comprised of NATO Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg, then German Minister of Defense Ursula von der Leyen, 
Polish Minister of Foreign Affairs Jacek Czaputowicz, and Professor Kishore 
Mahbubani. Against the backdrop of renewed interest in and public discussion 
of European strategic autonomy, panelists evaluated arguments for and against 
the transatlantic alliance’s continued utility and strength in the context of broader 
geostrategic imperatives.

MSC @ Digital Life Design Conference, Munich, Germany
At the Digital Life Design (DLD) Conference in Munich Ambassador Ischinger 
analysed current geopolitical challenges. The DLD conference acts as a platform 
for an exchange of future visions and experiences, driven by the mission to 
create a network of innovation, digital prospects, science and culture. At the 
conference with its over 1.000 participants, Ischinger described that the world 
is experiencing an epochal shift: Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, the 
situation has never been as dangerous as it is today – primarily because mutual 
trust has vanished. The MSC Chairman noted, that we can only see the rough 
outlines of what the new political age will look like.

MSC @ SIPRI Stockholm Security Conference, Stockholm, Sweden
On October 2, the MSC – in partnership with the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute (SIPRI) – hosted the opening dinner discussion of this year’s 
Stockholm Security Conference. With no more than 50 participants, the event 
provided an intimate setting to discuss the range of potential benefits and 
security challenges associated with new technologies. The main issues raised 
and discussed by the participants in Stockholm were the important positive 
impact of recent technological advances on military and security issues as well 
as advances in technology that can help protect civilians from violence, manage 
conflicts or prevent their outbreak altogether.
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(Credit: Henrikson / MSC)
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Partners

NEW 
PARTNERSHIPS

Over the years, the MSC has worked with an increasing number of partners – in 
the framework of the annual conference in February as well as throughout the 
year teaming up to host different MSC events.

In 2019, the MSC succeeded to institutionalize these cooperations and lay the 
ground-work for closer and more coordination cooperation in the future.

The MSC is therefore proud to have entered into several formal agreements with 
the following leading institutions in 2019:

	 Atlantikbrücke
	 Emirates Policy Center
	 The Brookings Institution

ATLANTIKBRÜCKE Founded in 1952, Atlantik-Brücke aims to deepen cooperation between
Germany, Europe and America on all levels. Regarding to it’s core mission to
advance the transatlantic security dialogue the MSC started a cooperation with
Atlantik-Brücke in order to intensify the exchange between politics and business,
especially between young leaders and representatives of civil society.

EMIRATES POLICY  
CENTER

The Emirates Policy Center (EPC) was established in 2013 during the 
turmoil of the “Arab Spring” to study internal and external threats to nation-
states in the Arabian Gulf region and the broader Arab world. The EPC aims 
to determine and forecast the impacts of geopolitical developments and 
changes in the global balance of power on the UAE and the whole region.

THE BROOKINGS  
INSTITUTION

The Brookings Institution’s mission is to conduct high-quality, independent
research and to provide innovative, practical recommendations that advance
three broad goals: strengthening American democracy; fostering economic and
social welfare, security, and opportunity of all Americans; securing a more open,
safe, prosperous and cooperative international system. The MSC teamed up with
The Brookings Institution to strengthen the transatlantic relationship.
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GOVERNMENTAL 
PARTNERS

KNOWLEDGE
PARTNERS

INTER-
GOVERNMENTAL 
PARTNERS

86/57/0/16
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HOST BROAD-
CASTER

MEDIA 
PARTNERS
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NON-
GOVERNMENTAL 
PARTNERS
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The MSC is supported by a variety of non-governmental and corporate partners.
The MSC follows a strict policy that donations from any one supporter may not 
exceed 8 percent of the total budget to ensure the independence of the MSC’s 
work. Due to an increase in the number of events around the globe, the MSC 
has also worked to attract new funders for its various projects.

One of the MSC’s top priorities is a further diversification of its funding base. A 
vast majority of funding now comes from outside the defence industry, whose 
combined contributions amount to less than 10 percent of the MSC’s budget.

The MSC has redoubled its efforts to increase the share of non-governmental 
organizations such as foundations and other grant-making organizations in its 
annual budget. In particular, the MSC has received grants from the Robert Bosch 
Stiftung, the Mercator Stiftung and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

Sponsors

ASSOCIATES

PARTNER

MAIN  
SPONSORS
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Finances

MSC Budget 2018–2019

2018 / 2019* 2019 / 2020
(projection)**

2020 / 2021
(plan)**

Income 7,125,061 € 10,000,000 € 12,500,000 €

Expenditures 7,863,699 € 9,700,000 € 11,000,000 €

Main conference 3,160,579 € 3,300,000 € 3,300,000 €

Core Group Meetings 167,832 € 374,000 € 300,000 €

Munich Strategy 
Forum

205,312 € 171,000 € 200,000 €

Other projects  
and events

690,067 € 1,495,000 € 2,050,000 €

Overhead 3,639,909 € 4,360,000 € 5,150,000 €

*	 First full year after change of business year to July 1–June 30.
**	 These projections are based on pre-Corona planning and may change substantially 		
	 over the coming months.

The MSC continued to broaden and grow its financial base in the financial year 
2018 / 2019, enabling the widened range of activities throughout the year. 

Liquidity on July 1, 2018: 	 1,231,582 €
Liquidity on June 30, 2019: 	 530,071 €

The financial statements for the fiscal year 2018 / 2019 have been audited 
and approved without qualification by the auditing firm KPMG. The full auditors’ 
certificate can be found on our website.

FISCAL YEAR 
2018 / 2019
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COMPOSITION 
OF MSC 
INCOME

Income, July 2018–June 2019, by source
Percent

Governmental
partners

Private sector 
partners

Other Reimbursements

Non-
governmental 
partners

7
2

66

15

10
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Overhead July 2018–June 2019
Percent

COMPOSITION 
OF OVERHEAD 
EXPENDITURES

Staff & 
consultants

Administration

Public relations

Taxes

54

35

9
2
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PRIVATE 
SECTOR 
CONTRI-
BUTIONS

Private sector partner contributions by industry, July 2018–June 2019
Percent

Defence industry
Other industries

Energy industry

Tech industry

10

53

27

10
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The Year Ahead
Selected upcoming events in 2020*

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE

Munich Security 
Conference 2020
February 14–16, 

Munich

* This planning is based on pre-Corona planning and may evolve substantially over the coming months.
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JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

Energy Security 
Summit

August 30, 
Stavanger

MYL Reunion
September 
10–12, Delhi

Core Group 
Meeting

October 16–17, 
Tokyo

Munich Strategy 
Forum

December 6–8,
Elmau

Launch of the 
MSR special 
Edition on 
Germany

July 1, Berlin

European 
Defence 

Roundtable
July 14, Paris
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Visit our website, app, and social 
media channels: 
www.linktr.ee/MunSecConf

STAY IN TOUCH

www.linktr.ee/MunSecConf
www.linktr.ee/MunSecConf



